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Dear RRFCs:

It is with great satisfaction that | share with you that Eric
Schmelling will succeed Don Balcom as The Rotary
Foundation's Fund Development Division Manager.

Eric assumes these responsibilities immmediately and will
work through some transition issues with Don before Don
leaves at the end of November.

Eric joined the staff of The Rotary Foundation in November of
1995. Since then he has climbed the ranks of our Fund
Development staff acquiring knowledge and skills at each step
of his career journey. Eric spent more than three years as the
Director of Planned and Major Gifts; his tenure in this important
role saw significant growth in major gifts and in particular life
income gifts. Eric has become an extremely knowledgeable
development professional and has secured some extremely
complex charitable gifts involving nontraditional assets. Given
his career track in fundraising, Eric has impeccable people
skills which speaks to why people are so comfortable talking
with him about their personal finances and their interest in
making charitable gifts. Most recently, Eric served as the
Foundation's Director of International Fundraising and in this
role has generated a lot of enthusiasm for major gifts in some
emerging markets for the Foundation.

Eric is native to Evanston having attended Evanston Township
High School. He received his B.A. in History from Beloit
College in nearby Beloit, Wisconsin, and his M.A. in Political
Science form Central European University in Budapest,
Hungary. Eric is a member of the Wilmette Rotary Club. He
and his wife Stephanie (a former TRF staff member) live in
Evanston. Please join me in welcoming Eric Schmelling as
the newest member of the Foundation's management team.

Thank you.

John T. Osterlund
General Manager
The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International



