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GSE is a great way to attract young,

motivated Rotary Club member candidates

September, 2005

Did you know that 20 percent of Rotary clubs around the
world have at least one GSE program alumnus within
their membership ranks? GSE is a great way to attract
young, motivated Rotary Club member candidates with
international experience. As we celebrate four decades
of professional development, international
understanding, cross-cultural friendships
established through this educational program, | urge
you to think of creative ways to engage your district in
Group Study Exchange, such as a special-focus or
univocational GSE team.

Time and time again, we see that GSE teams involved
in activities relevant to the larger community achieve the
greatest professional exposure and the most rewarding

and

Rotary service experience.

Every district has the opportunity to design a Group
Study Exchange program that will address local or
international needs. The 40th anniversary of Group
Study Exchange in 2005-06 is the perfect time to Create
Awareness about developing the next generation of
global-minded professionals.

This year, | encourage you to reflect on your district's
service goals and implement a GSE team that will Take
Action to serve your community and the Rotary world.

Frank Devlyn
The Rotary Foundation,
Chair 2005-06
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Help With Katrina Disaster Relief
Give to the Rotary "Katrina Relief Fund" (DAF-TRF)
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Sunday, September 11, 2005
My Fellow Rotarians and My Amigos:

All of us have been shocked by the Hurricane Katrina disaster that affected
the Gulf Coast area of the United States. The images are heartbreaking and
the extent of the devastation is unbelievable . . . yet we must believe it
because we see it every time we read a newspaper or turn on a television
set. Each of us, in our own way, wants to do something to help those who
have lost everything.

Rotary Zones 29 & 30 comprise 24 Rotary districts in 12 southern and
Midwestern U.S. states. These zones include all of the areas which have
been devastated by Hurricane Katrina. To assist in the relief effort, the
Zones have established the "Katrina Relief Fund", a donor advised fund
(DAF) with The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. This fund will
serve to help streamline the flow of contributions from Rotarians and others
looking to assist victims of the hurricane disaster.

A committee identified by the leadership in the two zones will work with local
Rotary clubs and districts, as well as emergency relief agencies to meet the
most pressing needs of people in the affected areas.

Directors of the fund are RI Director Robert A Stuart Jr.; Inmediate Past RI
Vice President John Germ; Duane Sterling, a past general manager of the
Foundation; Donald Collette, a past Regional Rotary Foundation
Coordinator, and Kenneth Schuppert, a Major Gift Advisor for the
Foundation. Together, the directors bring outstanding experience and
qualifications related to their responsibilities as custodians of the relief fund,
including law, engineering, electrical power systems, management of
disaster programs, and fund supervision.

The fastest way to contribute to the "Katrina Relief Fund (DAF-TRF)" is to
donate online using your credit card. The company which is processing
these transactions will accept all international credit cards which will
automatically convert your contribution into US$ which is the only currency
form the fund can receive. | encourage you to help those who have been
affected by this disaster by contributing today to The Rotary Foundation
“Katrina Relief Fund” (DAF- TRF).

Rotarians throughout Zones 29 and 30 and all of North America have
organized and come forward to provide disaster relief including food,
clothing, water and shelter. They are helping to relocate refugees and to get
children registered in school. They are working around the clock. They need
your help in providing supplies and services but most of all they need your
financial contribution today. The Katrina Relief Fund will send your
contributions directly to organizations that Rotary is working with to provide
support to the biggest relief effort in the history of the United States. |
encourage you to forward this message to other Rotarians so we can reach
as many of our members as possible. We need everyone's support in this
endeavor.

For more information on relief efforts and other ways to help, please visit
RI's World Community Service Disaster Relief page and check the Rl home
page frequently for updates. For complete information on Donor Advised
Funds please visit the Rotary web site.

On behalf of The Rotary Foundation and the Board of Trustees, | thank you
for your generosity and for the help that your contribution will provide for the
nearly 1 million people who have been left destitute and homeless by this
disaster.

Through your contribution, you will be "Lending a Hand" and demonstrating
Rotary's motto of "Service Above Self" as you extend the spirit of the
"Family of Rotary" to all who's lives have been disrupted by this horrific
disaster. For this | thank you.

Yours in Service Above Self,

Frank J. Devlyn - Chairman
The Rotary Foundation Trustees
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Donor advised fund accepting contributions for Hurricane Katrina relief
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Rotary zones 29 and 30 have established the Katrina Relief Fund,
a donor advised fund (DAF) with The Rotary Foundation of Rotary
International, to help streamline the flow of contributions from
Rotarians looking to assist victims of the hurricane disaster in the
southern United States.

A DAF is an innovative way for individuals and Rotary-affiliated
groups, such as clubs, districts, and zones, to create a separate
investment account with the Foundation that is earmarked
exclusively for charitable giving.

Comprising 24 Rotary districts in 12 southern and Midwestern U.S.
states, zones 29 and 30 include all the areas devastated by
Hurricane Katrina.

A committee identified by the leadership in the two zones will work
with local Rotary clubs and districts, as well as emergency relief
agencies to meet the most pressing needs of people in the affected
areas.

Checks should be earmarked for "Katrina Relief Fund" (in the
MEMO line) and made payable to "TRF DAF". All checks should be
addressed and mailed to:

Mr. Clint McGowan, TRF DAF

The Ayco Company

855 Route 146, Suite 120

Clifton Park, NY 12065.

Contributions to this account can only be accepted in U.S. dollars
and are tax deductible for U.S. citizens. No Rotary Foundation
recognition will be awarded for contributions to the Katrina Relief
Fund.

Directors of the fund are RI Director Robert A Stuart Jr.; Immediate
Past RI Vice President John Germ; Duane Sterling, a past general
manager of the Foundation; Donald Collette, a past Regional
Rotary Foundation Coordinator, and Kenneth Schuppert, a Major
Gift Advisor for the Foundation.

Together, the directors bring outstanding experience and
qualifications related to their responsibilities as custodians of the
relief fund, including law, engineering, electrical power systems,
management of disaster programs, and fund supervision.

For more information on relief efforts and other ways to help,
please visit RI's World Community Service Disaster Relief page
and check the RI home page frequently for updates
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As part of its ongoing effort to promote world peace and
international understanding, Rotary International  will
establish a Rotary Center for Peace and Conflict Studies at
Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand. Beginning
in July 2006, the new center at Chulalongkorn University will
pilot the Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies program, a
special three-month course in peace studies, conflict
resolution and mediation training aimed at middle and
upper-level managers in governments, non-governmental
organizations, and private corporations.

The Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies program will accept
30 fellows per session with about one third of the openings
reserved for students from outside of Thailand. Sessions will
be held twice each year. Offered in English, the program will
begin in July 2006 and will be evaluated after three years.
The oldest university in Thailand, Chulalongkorn will draw
upon its faculty's strength in international relations, political
science and business management, as well as guest
lecturers and outside experts to provide case studies and
practical training.

Rotary clubs may nominate applicants to a selection
committee of The Rotary Foundation, which administers the
Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies program and other
popular educational initiatives of Rotary, the world's largest
privately funded source of international, university-level
scholarships.

Each fellow's employer will be expected to cover the
US$5,000 cost of the three-month session, including tuition,
room-and-board and educational materials. The Rotary
Foundation will cover the expenses of roundtrip travel
between the fellow's home and Bangkok.

Application forms are available in the RI Web site's
Download Center.
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Donald E. Osburn, of the Rotary
Club of Easton, Maryland, USA, is
the selection of the Nominating
Committee for President of Rotary
International in 2007-08. He will
become the president-nominee on 1
December if there are no
challenging candidates.

Osburn is regional director emeritus
of the University of Maryland and
recipient of the Epsilon Sigma Phi
Northeast  Regional Extension
Distinguished Service Award. He
was a U.S. Department of
Agriculture fellow, member of the
Maryland Higher Education
Commission, and director of the
Maryland 4-H Foundation. He and
his wife, Barbara, served as aides to
2004-05 RI President Glenn E.
Estess Sr. and his wife, Mary.

A native of West Virginia, USA,
Osburn has been a Rotarian since
1977 and is currently a member of
the Rl Finance Committee and the
Chairman’s Advisory Committee of
The Rotary Foundation. He has also
served as district  governor,
representative to the Council on
Legislation, International Assembly
discussion leader, regional Rotary
Foundation coordinator, and task
force member. Osburn has received
the RI Service Above Self Award
and the Foundation’s Citation for
Meritorious Service and
Distinguished Service Award, and he
and his wife are Foundation Major
Donors. The couple has one
daughter and one granddaughter.
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Rotarians respond to plight of Niger famine victims
By Vukoni Lupa-Lasaga
Rotary International News
31 August 2005
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First responders, including Rotarians, have rallied to
the aid of nearly 3.5 million people affected by famine
in Niger, one of the world's poorest countries.

A recent locust infestation and the southward spread
of the Sahara have stretched Niger's coping
mechanisms beyond the breaking point. The West
African country is in the semiarid Sahel region, which
even at the best of times is prone to severe food
shortages resulting from insufficient rains.

The two Rotary clubs of Niger, both based in the
capital of Niamey, have set up a crisis committee and
a bank account to coordinate and facilitate relief
efforts. Members of the committee have already met
with Rotary International District 9100 Governor
Laurence Kouassi and a government-appointed
disaster response team.

In addition to contributing 500,000 (CFA) francs
(approximately US$1,000) toward a disaster fund, the
Niamey clubs are helping with the collection and
distribution of emergency relief. Other Rotary clubs in
District 9100, which comprises 14 mostly
French-speaking West African nations, including
Niger, have also pitched in with donations of goods
and money.

Clubs in Céte d'lvoire are soliciting a bag of rice from
each member and hope to collect a total of 280 bags,
valued at $3,000. There are plans to extend the
appeal to all clubs in District 9100. If each Rotarian in
the district donated a bag of rice, the total
contributions would have a market value of $22,000.

Close to one million malnourished children are at an
increased risk of infection from opportunistic
diseases such as diarrhea, malaria, and pneumonia.
To help head off a health crisis, Rotary district leaders
are dispatching 2,500 impregnated mosquito nets
from Dakar, Senegal, to Niamey.

The crisis committee is requesting contributions to
address the following needs:
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Procurement and transportation of food
items, with the assistance of the World
Food Programme

Purchase of medicine to reinforce
efforts of UNICEF and Doctors Without
Borders

An immediate, one-time transportation
of 500 tons of special malnutrition flour
(Unimix) from Brussels to Niamey

Creation of cereal banks (at a cost of
$5,000) and a food exchange (barter)
program managed by an association of
100 women living in village | &
communities
Rotary Volunteers to help promote vegetable gardening
and the growing of off-season crops by irrigation. This is
a long-term effort aimed at improving food security,
diversifying food sources, and creating
income-generating opportunities for farmers.

"By the end of September, the government of Niger
[and] the international and [local] donors will have
implemented many initiatives to [address] the
emergency situation,” explains Gaston Kaba, a
member of the crisis committee set up by the Niamey
Rotary clubs. "Then, mid- and long-term strategies will
take place to avoid the recurrence of food crisis."

For more details, please visit the World Community
Service disaster relief efforts page or contact the
following District 9100 officers:

Laurence Kouassi, district governor

Hyppolyte Ebagnitchie, district secretary

Nicholas Mancus, chair of the district's Health, Water
and Hunger Task Force
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Arch C. Klumph (RI President 1916-17) wrote these
words for the Rotarian Magazine in January 1935. “..
there are tens of thousands of Rotarians who will look
upon this  opportunity (Building the Rotary
Foundation) as a real privilege, men who feel that
Rotary has done much for them, who sincerely
believe in its purposes and objects.

Then there are other men who are seeking ways and
means of leaving some part of their wealth where it
may do the greatest good for humanity. What better
equipped organization or institution than Rotary
International can be found to be entrusted with such
funds?”

What other organization encourages its contributors
to plan, partner and participate in its projects through
its Foundation? Our Rotary Foundation does that and
helps Rotarians in their quest to achieve world
understanding and peace through its educational,
cultural and humanitarian programs.
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WHAT PAUL HARRIS SAID...
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“What Rotary will be one hundred years hence, none living can imagine.
There is nothing impossible to Rotary now.”

D3520 &b b ks ATt & ®sk#F PP Spencer 3% 2005/09/2
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