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U.S. senator calls for $138.4 mill
in new funding for polio
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A child receives the polio vaccine
during a polio immunization
campaign. Photo by Jean-Marc

Giboux*.
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In letters to influential colleagues, United States Senator
Elizabeth Dole is urging support for budgetary requests
totaling $138.4 million in continued government funding for
polio eradication activities during the 2006 fiscal year.

Dole would like to see approval of $32 million in funding for
the U.S. Agency for International Development's polio
eradication efforts, included the State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations bill. She
also is calling for support of the Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education Appropriations bill, which includes
$106.4 million in polio eradication funding for the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention's childhood immunization
program.

"Polio eradication efforts around the world are clearly
working, and U.S. support has been critical," said Dole in the
11 July letters. "Since the global initiative began in 1988,
more than two billion children around the world have
received the oral polio vaccine. Funding will allow USAID
and the CDC to continue to support intense immunization
activities so that regions such as Africa and Asia can
improve the quality and opportunity of polio immunizations."
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The senator from North Carolina addressed the letters to
Foreign Operations Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman
Mitch McConnell and ranking member Patrick Leahy as well
as Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Arlen Specter and
ranking member Tom Harkin.

Past RI President James Lacy, who periodically briefs U.S.
legislators on progress in global polio eradication efforts,
praised Dole's advocacy for polio. He said that new funding
for polio-related programs at the CDC and USAID would be
critically important for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
which is in the final stages of fulfilling the goal of a polio-free
world.

"Sen. Dole has always been interested in polio eradication,"
he said. "I think the letter was a wonderful idea from her. We
need all the help we can get, and Dole, like her husband
before her, has volunteered to support more funding for polio
activities." Lacy said that retired Sen. Bob Dole, the husband
of Elizabeth Dole, played a leading role in securing initial
U.S. funding for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.
Rotary International recognized Bob Dole's support for the
initiative with the Polio Eradication Champion Award.



