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1905

Attorney Paul P. Harris of Chicago, lllinois, U.S.A.
envisions a new kind of group for professionals to
cultivate business ties and develop friendships. On
the evening of 23 February, he invites three friends
to a meeting and plants the seeds of the world’s
oldest and most prestigious club
organization.

service

As the club continues to meet and add to its ranks,
meeting rotates among members’ offices, and the
group begins to call itself the Rotary Club of
Chicago.

Although early meetings focused on fostering
fellowships, before long, the founders would
discover a profound purpose for their club. Within
a year, the club begins to formulate its basic tenets
and principles in the form of constitution (later the
Rotary Platform), which later involves into the
Object of the Rotary.

1907

A simple donation of a horse for a local doctor was
Rotary’s first act of community service. Shortly
after, Rotary began its commitment to
humanitarian service by coordinating efforts to
construct a public lavatory. As the club continues
to grow, it widens its scope beyond the
professional and social interests of its members;
civic service takes a more prominent role in club
activities. “In common with my fellow members, |
had learned to place emphasis on the giving rather
than the getting.” Paul P. Harris, Rotary’s founder,
would later write. The ideals of Rotary begin to
resonate outside Chicago, and by 1908, a second
Rotary club in San Francisco, California, U.S.A., is
chartered.

1910

At 16 clubs and 1,800 members, Rotary is rapidly
expanding throughout the United States. “The
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National Association of Rotary Clubs of America”
holds its first convention in Chicago, where its
elects Paul. P. Harris president. But, this
association does not remain “national” for long; in
November, the Rotary Club of Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, forms and within two years
becomes the first Rotary club officially chartered
outside the U.S., transforming Rotary into an
international organization of clubs.

1911

At the 1911 convention in Portland, Oregon, USA,
Chesley R. Perry, Rotary’s first general secretary,
reads a speech containing the phrase “He profits
most who serves best.” Later, Rotarians also begin
to use the phrase “Service, not self.” These
slogans form the roots of both of the official Rotary
mottoes: Service Above Self, and He Profits Most
Who Serves Best. The
magazine (later, The Rotarian) is launched, with
Perry serving as editor. Rotary begins to cross the
Atlanta, and within two years there are clubs in
Great Britain and Ireland.

National Rotarian

1916

With World War | raging in Europe, Rotarians from
Britain, Canada and the U.S. donate money to aid
relief efforts and care for refugees. Elsewhere,
Rotary continues to thrive. The Rotary Club of
Havana, Cuba, is chartered, becoming the first
non-English speaking club. Two years later,
businessmen in Montevideo, Uruguay, set up first
Rotary club in South America.

1919

The Rotary Club of Manila, Philippines, is
chartered, launching the dissemination of Rotary
throughout Asia. Within two years there are Rotary
clubs in Calcutta, India, Shanghai, China and
Tokyo, Japan. As World War | comes to close,
continental Europe opens its door to Rotary, and
soon clubs in France, Germany, Spain, and
Switzerland join the association of clubs. Within
two years, Rotary extends to Africa and Australia,
and there are 1,000 Rotary clubs worldwide.

1924

Beginning with the Rotary Club of Chicago in
1905, Rotary clubs had used a wheel symbol as
the emblem, yet each club had its own variation.
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Then, in December 1918, the gearwheel was
adopted as the official corporate seal. After
“re-engineering” the emblem with a keyway to give
it the appearance of a realistic gearwheel, the final
design was approved by the Board in a January
1924 meeting. The emblem remains unchanged
and continues to identify Rotary clubs and their
members in every corner of the world.

1925

As Rotary clubs spring up in all parts of the world,
Rotary International opens its first international
office in Zurich, Switzerland. At Rotary’s 20th
anniversary, clubs are present on six continents
and membership has swelled to 100,000.

1928

The Rotary Foundation, a not-for-profit corporation
that supports the efforts of Rotary International to
achieve world understanding and peace through
international  humanitarian, educational, and
culture exchange program, is formally established.
Back in 1917, RI President Arch Klumph first
proposed the idea of establishing an endowment
fund to “accept endowments for the purposes of
doing good in the world”. Its initial contribution
was US$26.50. To date, Rotarians and friends of
The Rotary Foundation, who shares its vi

1943

Since the earliest days of the first clubs, Rotarians
have been concerned with promoting high ethical
standards in their professional lives. In 1943,
Rotary International officially adopts The 4-Way
Test, one of the world widely printed and quoted
statements of business ethics. Chicago Rotarian
Herbert J. Taylor, who served RI as president in
1954-55, wrote the initial 24-word test when he
was asked to help save an aluminum company
verging on bankruptcy in the aftermath of the
Great Depression. Taylor's “ethical compass”
has since been translated into 100 languages.

1945

World War Il had tested Rotary's hope for peace.
However, through the vyears of bloodshed,
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Rotarians continued to assert their commitment to
mend the horrors of war. The establishment of the
Rotary Relief Fund to help war victims and a
resolution calling for the "respect for human rights"
in 1940 set the stage for Rotary's increasingly
active and prominent role in promoting world
peace.

In a series of meetings between 1943 and 1945, a
group of Rotarians participate in the early
formation of the United Nations. At the 1945 UN
Charter Conference, Rotary International is given
adviser status and Rotarian observers provide a
variety of services at this pivotal meeting, including
translating and settling disputes among delegates.

1946

Rotary International publishes the book In the
Minds of Men, which includes the UNESCO
constitution the first the
organization's mission. (A 1942 Rotary conference
on education and cultural exchange is credited as
setting the stage for the formation of UNESCO.) In
the book's preface, RI President Richard C. Hedke
writes that the newly formed constitution "parallels
the work that Rotary has been doing through its
Fourth Object" and that both UNESCO and Rotary
"strive to advance international peace through the
development of mutual understanding and the
creation of goodwill."

and overview of

1947

More than 300,000 Rotarians in 70 countries
mourn the death of Rotary's founder, Paul P.
Harris. An outpouring of contributions made in his
honor allows The Rotary Foundation of RI to
launch its first program the following year. Under
the auspices of what would become known as the
Ambassadorial Scholarships program, 18 "Rotary
Fellows" act as ambassadors of goodwill studying

abroad. Since then, thousands of former
Ambassadorial Scholars have gone on to pursue
careers that promote peace and global

understanding.
1955

Rotary celebrates its golden anniversary in
Chicago. Fifty years after Paul P. Harris and his
colleagues began Rotary's journey, there are
8,500 clubs in 89 countries.

1962

The inauguration of Interact kicks off a decade of
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official launches of Rotary programs dedicated to
youth. Following the success of Interact, in 1968,
Rotary launches Rotaract. In 1971, the Rotary
Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) program is
expanded, and a year later, after more than 40
years of clubs organizing international youth
exchanges, Rotary Youth Exchange becomes an

official RI program. Thousands of youths
participate every year in these programs, which
foster leadership, goodwill, service, and

international understanding.

1965

The Rotary Foundation creates the Group Study
Exchange program, and the first 34 teams, from
Australia, Great Britain, Japan, and the United
States, go abroad. Now one of The Foundation's
most popular and successful programs, Group
Study Exchange promotes world understanding
and peace. The Foundation also initiates the
Matching Grants program, ushering in a new era of
service in the international arena.

1967

Rotary officially launches the World Community
Service program, expanding the ability of Rotary
clubs to do good throughout the world. Today,
clubs provide an estimated US$26 million in funds
and supplies through World Community Service
annually.

1977

Rotary returns to Spain. Spanish Rotarians played
a role in the organization's growing worldwide
mission until 1936, when civil war brought an end
to Rotary's status in Spain.

The RI convention in Tokyo draws a record crowd
of 39,834 attendants.

1978

In Tokyo, Japan, the Rl annual convention records
39,834 registrants. That same year, Rotary creates
Health, Hunger and Humanity (3-H) Grants to
improve health, alleviate hunger, and enhance
human and social development in communities
throughout the world; it is Rotary's most
comprehensive humanitarian program to date. In
1979, the first 3-H project committed Rotary to
provide and help deliver polio vaccine to six million
children in the Philippines for five years, laying the
foundation for PolioPlus in 1985.
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1985

With membership on the verge of one million in its
80th year, Rotary launches PolioPlus, a program to
protect children worldwide from the cruel and fatal
consequences of polio. By 1988, Rotarians help
raise more than US$247 million for the effort.
Inspired by this commitment, and with Rotary's
encouragement, the World Health Assembly
resolves to eradicate the disease with the goal of
freeing the world of polio by 2005, the Rotary
Centennial. PolioPlus becomes the first and
largest internationally coordinated private-sector
support of a public health initiative.

1989

Women begin to officially join Rotary's ranks
worldwide (though the United States had seen the
first women Rotarians in 1986). Rotary returns to
Hungary and Poland, and, in 1990, the Rotary
Club of Moscow is chartered as the first service
club in the then-Soviet Union. Throughout the
1990s, Rotary continues to expand throughout the
world, including Eastern Europe and Asia.

1993

Since committing to rid the world of polio, Rotary
and its partner agencies, including the World
Health Organization, the United Nations Children's
Fund, the United States Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and governments around
the world, have immunized 500 million children
against the virus. At the RI Convention in
Melbourne, Australia, Rotary celebrates this
milestone by giving the vaccine to a child from the
Philippines, where Rotary's first polio immunization
took place. A year later, the Americas is the first
WHO region certified as polio free.

1999

Rotary establishes the Rotary Centers for
International Studies in peace and conflict
resolution to help prepare future leaders and
diplomats. In 2002, the first class of 70 students
begins two-year master's-level degree programs at
eight universities in Argentina, Australia, England,
France, Japan, and the United States.
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2001

Rotarians in Pakistan, supported by Rotary clubs
around the world, provide relief aid and assistance
to refugees from Afghanistan (pictured).

The 30,000th Rotary club is chartered, and Rotary
returns to mainland China with clubs in Shanghai
and Beijing.

2002

Europe is declared polio-free at the RI Convention
in Barcelona, Spain. By the end of the year, only
seven countries remain polio endemic. As clubs
around the world count down to the Rotary
Centennial in 2005, RI zeroes in on the final push
to eradicate polio, with the announcement of an
US$80 million campaign to help fill a $275 million
funding gap.

The first Rotary World Peace Scholarships are
awarded for International Studies in peace and
conflict resolution.

There are 1.2 million Rotarians in 31,314 Rotary
clubs spanning 164 countries. After admitting new
clubs from Eastern Europe and Russia in the
1990's, Rotary expands further to Muslim countries
by welcoming new clubs in United Arab Emirates
and East Timor.

2003

The new Rotary Club of Kabul, Afghanistan, brings
the total number of Rotary countries to 166.

Jonathan Majiyagbe of Kano, Nigeria, becomes
Rotary International's first President from Africa.

Five Rotary Centennial bells begin their journey to
Rotary clubs around the globe, starting at the RI
Convention in Brisbane, Australia, in June 2003.

at the 2005
Centennial Convention in Chicago, lllinois, USA.

They will conclude their tour

2004

RI hosts its largest convention ever in Osaka,
Japan, with a record crowd of 45,595 participants
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from 112 countries, surpassing the earlier record
held by the Tokyo convention in 1978.

Rotary's inaugural class of World Peace Scholars
graduate.

2005

Rotary will celebrate its 100th anniversary,
culminating in the organization's biggest party of
the century — the Centennial Convention in
Chicago, lllinois, USA.



