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Area of expertise: International affairs

Current Activities: Working for The World Bank, in
Washington, DC, USA.
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Everything around me at once was surreal. | could not
understand why people around me had long beards and
were praying suras from the Koran. People were being
rounded up in small circles and beaten or executed for who
they were: the Russians because they were oppressors and
infidels while the uncircumcised Kyrgyz were being killed for
disobeying the new rules of the Sharia. All forms of human

liberties, practiced until recently, were crashed at once.

Why has it happened?
back of my head whilst trying to let my own beard grow and

| frantically question myself in the

to put on the long-sleeved overcoat that is typically worn by
Islamic clerics. The only thing that | am concerned with at this
moment is how | can survive this madness. The next moment
| am with a group of like-minded people who are fleeing that
region where the Islamists came to power. It seems like earth
and sky have changed places. We all, through hardships of
the long journey, arrive to the capital. But it is too late: it has
been already fallen to the new rulers. All this time | am crying
out for help. This was all a dream.

Dear Rotarians, Friends.

You are definitely wondering about the beginning of my
speech. This was a very strange dream. | must admit that is
not common in public discourses. However, the reality is that
many live in circumstances similar to my dream. To some
these images, acts, and occurrences are a normal routine of
their existence.

| stand here humbly tonight before you to report on my life as
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a Rotary World Peace Fellow. It is not a title that one is born
with, however the one that stays forever once acquired. My
account will not be different to those you have already heard
from my other Fellows for the reason is simple — we all dream
of peace and the harmonious coexistence of people. My
story is one that should make your heart kinder to the idea
that it was a good investment. It is one that makes you happy
to share this dream of a concept of better world. The old
Kyrgyz saying holds, “Wise men invest in people and fools
invest in wars”.

| come from a very complicated region of Central Asia -
politically, socially, religiously
geographically. To be precise — the South of Kyrgyzstan -

economically, and
where most people live on an average of 30 cents a day and
which is known for having one of the highest densities of
population per square meter. To be even more precise, |
come from - Osh City - which survived the worst interethnic
conflict between Uzbeks and Kyrgyz—a conflict that took
away many thousands of lives in the months preceding the
collapse of Soviet Union. Fleeing the madness of the city, |
and my family were spared from a fatal end by the odd fact of
looking like Uzbeks Today Kyrgyzstan in particular and the
region as a whole stands the trial of either becoming a full
fledged members of international community or a failed state.

Despite being partially brought up in a Soviet system, where
to have a critical mind is not seen as an asset, | have always
questioned myself over why once close neighbours kill each
other and what the ways to avert such acts are. We are all
slaves of our pasts that shackle our memories and prescribe
our subsequent actions. Perhaps that is the reason | have
always made rational choices in my career and personal
growth by acquiring tools that will help me be better prepared
for a day when | am called for service.

In my early teenage years, | was one of the few lucky high
school kids who got a scholarship to study and live in the
USA. | was one of the few who returned back home to share
my cultural experience. | was one of the few who worked and
studied successfully to mix the unpractical International
Relations undergrad classes with practical courses of real
development work done by international donor institutions.
The latter requires a special mention.

Hard work or better to say - desire to work hard can be
rewarding but yet disenchanting. | could have been one of
many Kyrgyzstani students wasting away their lives, yet |
chose the path of hard work. In order to make a difference
one should work tirelessly. | chose to work with the Asian
Development Bank - one of the largest donors in Kyrgyzstan.
Quickly, though | grew confused and disenchanted over the
grim incompatibility of what | learned in my school and what |
was witness to behind closed doors during multimillion-dollar
project negotiations. The compromise of institutional integrity
the shortsighted
self-deceit of success and the governance flaws over real

of these development agencies for

reforms left me shocked. All reforms were happening on
paper while the vast majority of people continued to lead a
miserable existence.
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| did not want to be part of big scams that promised to help
people in the so called ‘transitional period’, but instead
ensured that a future of calamities would come faster.
Instead, eager for a real project | joined an European Union
funded organization to help develop the capacity of small and
medium enterprises. It was there, where | returned to the
most conflict prone zone and where | learned that the skills
and knowledge | had acquired needed alterations and that
many questions needed answering. It was there where |
could not answer the question of an old man, whose family
lived for many centuries happily and peacefully on this fertile
land, who had lost his sons in the mine field planted by
Uzbek border guards.

| could not answer the questions why in this fertile and rich
land which has produced abundant resources many
continued living on less than a dollar a day because most
costs were offset by transport and bribes. | needed some

extra training.

My experience as Rotary World Peace Fellow has been
rewarding and enriching. It was two years of contemplation
and rigorous academic research. That experience would not
be complete without the rich cross-cultural mix of our
programme at the University of Salvador in Buenos Aires.
Professionals from Argentina, Mexico, Norway, Canada,
USA, Czech Republic, Brazil and Kyrgyzstan — all with
previous exposure to difficult challenges and dilemmas of
peace and conflict made the programme unique. It was a
constant exercise of mind and soul to study what peace
really means and how it matters and to whom. Beyond the
techniques and tools, we learned to think about peace as a
concept that is a powerful tool that can make the existence of
mankind happy. The harsh reality is less fearful with
knowledge and the belief one takes out from those classes.

Undoubtedly those were two most unforgettable years of my
life both in personal and academic perspective. | grew ever
more convinced that | had to go back to my country and
contribute to resolving ever pervasive and endemic
problems. | was hired as Director of International Business
Council (IBC) - the largest business association in the
country which promotes better business environment for all
businesses.

It was an opportune moment to be back in my country which
was waking up after over a decade of the shocking
realization of a “void strategy.” Civil society as never before
was vibrant and active. Opposition and state branches were
maturing. It was a challenging task to make sure that the
economy run by private businesses would be fairly
represented before the government that had no time and
ears for economic issues. Nevertheless, we were persistent
enough to create a strong coalition against over-regulation of
the economy that would worsen the business climate. It
would simply mean that more of the economy would go into
the “shadow” thus creating gaps in the formal budget and
opportunities for personal gains of politicians. IBC, as one of
the most respected associations, stood in the forefront
defending the interests of people who by large are

self-employed. Demanding reforms and proposing concrete
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measure was a new level of the civilized economic policy
debate. It was another way of preventing future conflicts.

During my time at IBC, | came to realization that the people
who run the systems will not change the system unless there
are proper incentives for them. By chance | encountered a
report by the World Bank- Doing Business Division called,
“How to Create Employment?” This was an astonishing
report that was based on a set of simple assumptions that
with less regulation the better the economic environment.
However, the uniqueness of the project was that it provided
the simplest quantifiable benchmarks crucial for liberalizing
the economy in favour of small and medium enterprises. The
indicators were, for example: time, cost and number of
procedures to start a business, to build a warehouse, pay
taxes and to obtain credit. All these indicators are essential
worldwide for measuring the burden that small and medium
businesses have, and which in the spectrum of business
The Doing
Business Project provides advice to governments based on

enterprises, they suffer through the most.

best practices on how to make the regulations simpler and
more efficient to free the entrepreneurs of excessive
bureaucracy, corruption, and harassment.

Believe it or not, last year the Doing Business Report caused
This is an
| was hired by the World Bank late last
year to contribute the knowledge | bring from the field. |

directly and indirectly reforms in 50 countries.
incredible impact.

believe that this technique is by far the best tool, based on
hard data, for reform-minded governments to begin efficient
and sustainable reforms so that millions of people can have
access to basic economic goods and services. People can

improve their lives and send their children to school.

Dreams can of course differ but the common denominator is
the same for everyone. People have right to be happy and
improve their living standards. That is another way of
promoting peace. Economically just societies can be built as
long as we can work together and promote this concept of
equal access to all agents.

In conclusion, | would like to thank the Rotarians for
supporting such a great scholarship that makes the people
realize that they are capable of making their good dreams

real and worst ones forgotten once they wake up.




