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Voices for peace
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For Rotarians, peace is more than aword —it's a philosophy.
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Paul P. Harris, Rotary Founder and President, 1910-12

“I have no hesitation in saying that world peace could be achieved and
made permanent if reared on Rotary’s firm foundation of friendliness,

tolerance, and usefulness.”
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Chesley R. Perry, Gerneral Secretary, R.l., 1910-42

“Let [World War 1] go on if it need be, but let us give thought now to the
horrors of war and the blessings of peace; let Rotary make international
peace and goodwill its mission as an international organization.” (from an
editorial in THE ROTARIAN, September 1914.)
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Woodrow Wilson, President, U.S.A., 1913-21, and former honorary
member, the Rotary Club of Birmingham, Alabama

“It must be a peace without victory...victory would mean peace forced upon

the loser, a victor's terms imposed upon the vanquished, accepted in

humiliation, under duress, at an intolerable sacrifice...a bitter memory upon
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which term of peace would rest, not permanently, but only as upon

quicksand; only a peace between equals can last.”
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At its convention in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1921, Rotary adopted
international service into the Object of Rotary. This “Fourth Avenue of
Service,” as we know it today, calls for “The advancement of
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business
and professional men [and now women, as well] united in the ideal of

service.”
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Carlos P. Romulo, Philippine statesman and Vice-President, R.I., 1937-38
“Unlike military power, moral force is not measurable in terms of ships,
tanks, and planes. The moral power of people united for peace can tip the

scales against war.”
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Charles G. Tennent, President, R.l., 1957-58

“Goodwill in the hearts and minds of men is world peace in the making.
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Harold T. Thomas, President, R.I., 1959-60

“We have reached a stage where the all-important factor is the will to
peace in the hearts and minds of men-the new and slowly developing

sense of oneness-the newly born conscience of mankind.”
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Richard L. Evans, President, R.l., 1966-67
“There is so much to say, so much to do, so great a need for peace, for
understanding, for helping men find their way, for serving the world, for
drawing nearer to one another in this life that is so wonderful to live, and on
this great and beautiful God-given earth where all of us so much need each
other-whether we know it or not.”
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Stanley E. McCaffrey, President, R.1., 1981-82

“It is my firm conviction that Rotary, with one million members in 172
countries, and our purpose of peace in the world, more than any other
organization, can make a vitally significant contribution to the objective of

world understanding and peace among the nations of the world.”
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Hiroji Mukasa, President, R.1., 1982-83

“Mankind is one big family, all praying for peace.”
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Selcuk Somer, Governor, R.l. District 243, Turkey, 1982-83
“As the stability of the physical world depends on the equilibrium of the
atom, peace at home is the nucleus of universal peace, the aspiration of
Rotary, which is not only a concept but a reality towards which the whole of

humanity has to aim.”
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Chae-Kyung Oh, Director, R.I., 1983-85




“Peace is possible where equality reigns, where there is neither the
oppressor nor the oppressed; peace thrives on love and understanding

among people and on the joy of service to one another.”
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M. Bahir Onsy, Director, R.l., 1987-89

“ Peace is that beautiful, wild bird we desire but which needs

understanding, patience, and credibility to be reached and tamed.”
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Rajendra K. Saboo, President-Elect, R.I., 1991-92

“Peace does not come by chance-it comes from deliberate action to

respect the right of every human being to a dignified living.”
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Bhichai Rattakul, President, R.1., 2002-03

“Peace must come from the grass roots and never from the top; it has to

be a pyramid built brick by brick, stone by stone.”
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Fred Luchsinger, former Editor-in Chief, Der Neue Zurcher Zeitung, and
member, Rotary Club of Zurich, Switzerland

“Switzerland is a very peaceful country, not only because it has
succeeded in staying out of war for four-and-a half centuries, but also
because it has not developed any offensive intentions toward its
neighbors.”
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Mary Robinson, President, Republic of Ireland, and honorary member,




Rotary Club of Ballina

“I value and support the commitment that has developed within Rotary to
tolerance and understanding, and to reaching out in some positive,
practical way to develop the kind of linkages and the kind of relationships

we must build.”
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Konosuke Matsushita, President, Matsushita Electric company, and former
member, Rotary Club of Osaka, Japan

“Man has the potential for creating endless prosperity, happiness, and

peace, and this capacity can be effectively recognized and demonstrated.”
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Norman Vincent Peale, clergyman, author, and honorary member of the
Rotary clubs of New York, New York, and Pawling, New York, U.S.A.
“Rotary...believes there can be international understanding and goodwill
and peace through a world fellowship of business and professional men
united in the ideal of service; it does not share the negative attitude that if is

not possible to create a world of goodwill among men.”
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Adlai E. Stevenson, U.S. statesman and former member, the Rotary Club of
Springfield, Illinois

(Address to the 1965 R.I. Convention) “No peace will be lasting unless we
can spread the blessings of education to all people, unless we can offer
them hope and health, food and shelter, and room to pursue their lives with
dignity and security as members of the great human family...all the world
now knows that disease, sickness, poverty, and misery are not the

- inevitable destiny of man.”




