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It's a fantastic pleasure to be here this morning. One of the
great consolations of ending a term as Rotary International
president, as | did three and a half years ago, is the hope
that you'll be invited back to serve as Rotary Foundation
chair. And when | was leaving Evanston in July 2008, I'll
admit that | was doing a little bit of mental math — I'm an
accountant, so you could call that an occupational hazard —
trying to work out how likely it was that I'd be the lucky guy to
be Foundation chair the year that we finally interrupt global
transmission of the wild poliovirus. At the time | thought my
chances were better than average, but it was a long way off
still and | knew that a lot could happen in between.

Well, here we are at the International Assembly, three and a
half years later, and I'll tell you, every month from then until
now, I've gotten more and more optimistic about those
chances. And today, I'm here as incoming Rotary Foundation
chair to talk to you about our Foundation goals for 2012-13.
There are a number of them and they’re all important, and
we’ll get to them in a minute. But | want to say loud and clear,
with no mistake at all: our first goal, our No. 1 goal — the
goal we must achieve, the goal we will achieve, the most
important thing that we have to accomplish in our year in
office — is the interruption of transmission of the wild
poliovirus in 2012-13.

And there’s a lot of good news on that front. There’s a lot of
reason to be hopeful. But | have to say, it's very far from
being a done deal.

The Global Polio Eradication Initiative has an independent
monitoring board, which puts out periodic reports on the
initiative’s progress. The most recent report was published in
October. And it's sobering reading. Right away, just opening
the first page, it is all too clear how urgent, how in need of
action, the polio eradication initiative is.

Right now, as many milestones are being missed as are
being met.

Case numbers are falling dramatically in India and Angola,
and that is fantastic news. But the news from other countries
with persistent or re-established polio transmission was not
nearly as positive. Several countries actually lost ground in
2011, most notably Afghanistan, Chad, Pakistan, and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. The obstacles to full
eradication, political and financial, are still significant.

I’'m not here to give you a comprehensive update on polio
eradication — you’ll be hearing much more about polio from
other people this week — but we are all aware that the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative is not currently on track to
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meet its goal of interrupting polio transmission by 2012.
But. Isn’t there always a but?

But, the report concludes, it is still absolutely, 100 percent
possible. It can still happen — if we do what it will take to
make it happen.

And |, for one, am absolutely committed to doing everything |
can do to see that it does happen in the 2012-13 Rotary
year.

We have to raise awareness. We have to raise support. And
we have to make it clear, to everyone we talk to, at every
Rotary event, to all of our partners and in our communities
and everywhere we can, that polio eradication now is nothing
short of a global health crisis. It is a single moment in time
that has never come before and will not come again. It is an
opportunity that we and our partners have been working
toward, constantly, relentlessly, for nearly 27 years. We have
to seize that opportunity, and seize it now — or it will be lost.

My friends, a few months ago | met with your incoming RI
president, President-elect Sakuji. And he told me then that
he loves a challenge. | said, So do |. And that’s a good thing
for all of us, because this new Rotary year is going to be full
of challenges — challenges we will embrace and conquer
together.

The first, as | just said, will be the eradication of polio.

The second challenge will be the focus of our service in the
coming Rotary year: achieving Peace Through Service.
There are endless ways to help build peace in our world,
through our clubs, and through our Foundation. The polio
eradication initiative, as the largest global public health
initiative in history, is doing a tremendous amount toward
that goal — by building partnerships between the public and
private sectors, by improving health infrastructure and
monitoring in the poorest areas, and by making it clear to all
that we cannot have a healthy world if even one child is
forgotten.

The third challenge will be continuing to build and strengthen
our Annual Fund, despite the recession and despite
competing needs. Very simply, the Annual Fund is the heart
and soul of The Rotary Foundation. It supports much of
Rotary’s work around the world, and through that, the
Foundation’s mission of advancing world understanding,
goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health, the
support of education, and the alleviation of poverty.

You can’t get any better than that. And that's why we have
Every Rotarian, Every Year, which asks every Rotarian to
give an annual gift to the fund, with an average donation of
US$100 per Rotarian. It's not an exorbitant amount for any
one person, but if we met that goal across our entire
organization, it would catapult our Foundation’s capacity to
do good in the world to an entirely new level.

Unfortunately, last year only four Rotary countries — Korea,
Japan, Canada, and the United States — met that goal. And
to put it plainly, that's simply not right.

Many, many Rotarians and clubs are meeting or exceeding
their goal, making the Foundation’s strength a priority no
matter what. But many other clubs, and many other
Rotarians, are not pulling their share of the weight. Some are
not contributing at all. And that is something that every one
of us in the room needs to look at, to focus on and address.

All of us here know and believe in and love our Foundation.
We need to share that love, so that our Foundation will be



2012 £ R T FEIRHEE ¢ R #R

LA FHNE EREMANELEEF S eHE—EHhE
HEWRRTESERR EHRAITE -

H2012-13F & > KW ER 0 ¥ W E R BAFRAERT B F
S ANEE EREERMBANRMKEE S & F B0 R
wHR URBEAFYEE  2EABREER - REER
HENKBELELTZLEY -

EHMEH SRR LT REZ A CRMERANSHELH
BHE ERHE - HZHERUT — KTEEER
Ce BREMKIMET - BOT > BE - E5 > L (i
BkbaWEAM) - RHEMEALALEMEELEEA
EATERERWAREN - RPAFARBEMERRE £
Bz 100 R HERTEAMMPNMZREE -

T RMZARE AL RAREWEEZ X% -
AR An  KMAEZER - FRARBETZLSR B2
E AEREREREEEEREZ b T HERM S
Lo MERIGEHERTRZ —RHE BRI 5 AR
JEARHE 0 BT E O B SR BN AT 0 B B R
el EFCH KT RBAZNE S T RMERR - RRBEF
Bk E A FT (R BB H BT RORRORA Y HEHER £ &
CHERMRERSBHEME R R - ik RIFHRE
EEREHLENER -

MK BRI R > KITHRRKIMELA -
BREEM—EARBEETREAEREWMZRNE - AT
fI—EARBRFERY - ERBFEH BTN ZERFENT
TRFHA

B RERME RMARATELEERREERMARE
W E— A -

BT AE HE T RER KR -
BROKERFEES R BERMEL SRR -

B 3 o1 DURRCTS (2 28 Ao P AR oL —fH B R AT 0 R
TE > s AA > PR FEEFEDNLRERFNREL - &
P — AR iy R s b By — % > B — (8 D SRR YRR

BAATE] - BATLAME
B e REA -

made stronger, with more power to do good, by every single
Rotarian, every single year.

The fourth challenge facing us in 2012-13 may not sound
exciting, but it is going to be enormously important as we
move forward into Future Vision, this new era for our
Foundation. That challenge is stewardship — specifically,
stewardship of Foundation funds at the district level.

Under the new grant model, the Trustees are entrusting very
significant amounts of money to the districts and asking
them — expecting them — to spend it wisely. The dollars,
euros, won, pounds, kronor, and yen that your district will
receive were donated by people who gave them knowing
and believing that their money was going to be Doing Good
in the World. It is your responsibility, as district governors, to
make absolutely, 100 percent sure that that expectation, that
trust, is never betrayed.

In Rotary, we have a reputation — one that we have earned
and that we fully deserve — for honesty, transparency, and
responsible stewardship. With Future Vision, more than ever
before, that reputation will rest with the districts, meaning it
will rest with you. One of the fundamental premises of district
grants is that Rotarians at the district level can determine
what can be done locally, whether in their own communities
or abroad, more effectively than the Foundation can do from
a central office in Evanston. Future Vision means moving
responsibility for sound judgment and decision making, for
wise and careful use of Foundation resources, into the hands
of Rotarians at the district level. And the responsibility for
what happens in your districts lies with you.

My friends, my fellow Rotarians, our future Rotary leaders:

No one ever said being a district governor was easy. No one
ever said success would be guaranteed. But as the saying
goes, nothing worth having comes easy.

| believe, | believe absolutely, that we can and will meet
every one of the challenges | have set before you.

We will guard and use our resources wisely.

We will strengthen our Foundation’s future through its
Annual Fund.

We will build a better world by seeking Peace Through
Service.

And my friends, we will interrupt the transmission of the wild
poliovirus. Together, we will take this first historic step down
the path to a polio-free future.

We can do it. We must.

It is up to you.
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2012-13 Rotary Foundation Trustees Chair Wilf Wilkinson
enjoys International Fellowship Dinner and Dance.
International Assembly, 17 January 2012, San Diego,
California.




