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Two alumni from opposite sides of Sri Lanka's conflict now friends
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Thevanayagam and Pathiranage, former participants of the Rotary Peace and

Conflict Studies program, reunited at the inaugural Rotary World Peace
Symposium.
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Salt Lake City — When the package arrived at
Thevananth Thevanayagam's office in Jaffna, it seemed
like a miracle. It contained a month's supply of dry milk
for his two young children, and a potential lifesaving
medicine to help cure them from Chikungunya fever, a
disease that causes very high fevers and is especially
dangerous for the young.

But the real miracle was that the parcel's special air
delivery was arranged by the man he had spent, hours,
days, and weeks fiercely arguing with about the
longstanding conflict in their native Sri Lanka.

"We kept contradicting each other,” said Raveendra
Pathiranage, who cheerfully recalled his first encounters
with Thevanayagam at his side smiling and nodding.
The two were reunited at the first Rotary World Peace
Symposium held on 14-16 June in Salt Lake City in the
days preceeding the 2007 Rotary International
Convention.

Just one year before, they found themselves unlikely
classmates during the inaugural session of the Rotary
Peace and Conflict Studies Program at Chulalongkorn
University in Bangkok, Thailand.

Pathiranage, who was sponsored by District 3220 (Sri
Lanka), is senior state counsel in the attorney
general's office in Sri Lanka and former legal consultant
for the Environmental Authority.

Thevanayagam, sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Jaffna, Sri Lanka, is program manager for the Refugees
Rehabilitation Organization in Sri Lanka, which provides
food, shelter, rehabilitation, and other assistance to
Tamil refugees displaced by the conflict. He explained
how both sides had "bad opinions" about each other.
"But, we talked about our problems and gradually
understood each other," said Thevanayagam, adding




2007 FEfFHEF EHHHRE

RO T —EAEEwE -

TR R T A B AR B R T A AR BT A T AR R
R BRMRARETETR?” IRNZWILET - RN ZER
E—REHRF EDRME - R WEZTLANZE4F LR
BAERLEE EHERTRELBNEBRERHFTEURG MW
EIR

TRAZRERENZNRIH > R EHRAERTWEREE
WHRERAMNAREE LE > SLEFREMEAARG -

ElE 1l A EEHREFERETEANS W ZEREHHH
o RNEN T —BRBEF LD RAZ R "D RAE W
REFHEABEILH?”
DRAEWAAZRESFHEACELATFTREET X - €8
oty X e Rt BB R B BEARATE > RN ZE
Jel A8 A B B4 T A 2 B Rk B BT S A

HEZFWAEFER E-mail 4 - £F —#RIT S 2 E Al
€ XSV ESZH BT eWEEM  KNEHHE
HWEATNE L —F WAL TENRA -

CEZEYT  MEMFERAEGNAREHRERE T EBR
HEHRE R W R E S - DRNE PR AAAN L 2 B 45
BlEMEZEREHREN - A TR EER R ERELE
FOREER 7

Coverage of the 2007 RI Convention

that the informal discussions especially provided a
forum for healing.

"We erased the hard feelings and went on to‘What can
we do to solve the problem? What can we contribute?"
said Pathiranage. During one session, Pathiranage
recalled being moved to tears when Thevanayagam,
who has two children, ages 4 and 1, described the
wretched conditions endured by some of the Tamil
children on the island nation.

Pathiranage, also a father of two, said he was especially
affected by the stories of innocent children who had
been orphaned or couldn't go to school because of the
longstanding conflict.

So in November, when the conflict forced the main road
into the Jaffna peninsula to close, Pathiranage placed a
long-distance call and asked: "Theva, can | do
anything?"

Thevanayagam explained how the region was barely
surviving on twice-monthly dry rations, and many,
including his entire family, were suffering from the high
fever disease. Pathiranage used some of his personal
connections to get the package to his new friend.

The two men now correspond weekly via e-mail and
even traveled together to the symposium to see their
former classmates from the summer program that
Pathiranage described as more useful than a year's
worth of graduate study.

"More than what we learned from the professors in the
classroom lectures, the knowledge we gathered from
the interactions and discussions amongst the
participants, who came from various parts of the world
with various professional backgrounds, was very
important,” Thevanayagam said.



