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Club presidents critical to Rotary

By Arnold R. Grahl
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Attendees at the 2009 RI Convention in Birminghman,
England. Rotary Images/Monika-Lozinska Lee

3520 # [& 2003-2004 £ & UL A {8 88 £ 4 %] 2214 Connie(Liu, Yen-Ling):#

HEWEREAZRKIERMAFEES A0 R R A
HRFF I —F - Tl e R AP ESGFRFN—F2
2009 £y 6 A 22 HEXE A ERMRTHEEF € E— KK
BHAERURAERERZANGECRALE T  BEHKBLE
Dong Kurn Lee VL K& H & & # A John Kenny 7 384 & {11 78 41 4%
WERTNEZERAEZNA G - 5B 2 mF LEREE W
BERERERAE FREBHEITHN T & -

T RHREFABRBEASURHREW > AE > SEKRBEEE
&3, DongKurnLee 3 @ " — AR B R L ES
BRAMNE - EEWME > THEZEFRE M ARMEHEHLE > &
REELHEM  HAREHHBA AT EERBEE -

THEfE  Kenny 3 : THBHHRERWMEFREZNA - |
MERHEREZEAZROCHNLEED S BE T —HHHHAEE
HEREBRANRBEE > EZFRG 2 HRAKE R - REHEF
o BARF - TERBHERR AR I RER HE L EHBE-
AR
Kenny B3 H bt B A BRBEH LA —HEE -

"TE—FEFREFANRLAL > WETEEEABAL RS
HETEEFRE - il 0 "ROATARZREHFWE » &M
EWEEEWNKRBRELR © |
B4 # Grampian # Ellon # ## #t & Eleanor MacAlister 4%
W E—F A ENRS RS MEEELEHARE  REDAR
BENHNNEENEF - EF —E=ZEANHH  B+EEK
LW EEAF > A EARAEXNNKIWMLE - P H—H
RESIE—HERNHESH -

"ARERABTHMER - ERBECRNBES

Htbwy kst R M2 F 7 B e E - 3 B A
RETTHEEMBELIA - AP RERBHEAMABREERK
—LRBHRLBERBHE -

Rotary leaders asked club presidents to work hard to
make the next year the best in the life of their club --
and, as a result, one of the best years of their lives as
well.

At a special summit for club presidents and
presidents-elect, held 22 June during the 2009 RI
Convention in Birmingham, England, both RI President
Dong Kurn Lee and President-elect John Kenny
stressed the vital role that club presidents play in the
life of the organization. They encouraged attendees to
push their clubs to be active in service as a means of
achieving membership growth and retention.

"If the president is organized and enthusiastic, then the
club will succeed," said Lee. "A successful club can do
so much more to Make Dreams Real. It is important
not just to have members in our club, but members
who are qualified, skilled, and motivated."

"l firmly believe," said Kenny, "that the club president is
the most important person in Rotary." He asked
presidents-elect to have their clubs take on at least
one service project related to one of next year's three
presidential emphases of water, health and hunger,
and literacy. "When Rotary clubs are seen to be active,
membership is strong," he explained.

Kenny also stressed that member retention is as
important as recruitment.

"It does no good to have an influx one year and an
exodus the next" he said. "We don't just want
numbers, we want true Rotarians.”

Eleanor MacAlister, president of the Rotary Club of
Ellon, Grampian, Scotland, shared the success of her
club's Step One program, which makes it the
responsibility of every member to come up with names
of people to invite into the club. Of the 15 candidates
who were named in the first three-month period, seven
became members. A club member also attends every
local chamber of commerce meeting.

"Take risks with membership initiatives," she told the
summit attendees.

Other club presidents also shared success stories, and
directed feedback to the leaders during a
question-and-answer session. A few Rotarians
insisted that more still needs to be done to open up
some clubs to women.




