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Welcome Remarks

Jonathan B. Majiyagbe
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It is an honor to welcome you to the 2004 International
Assembly. You — the men and women who have been
selected to serve as district governors in the Rotary year
2004-05 — the year that marks Rotary’s centennial
anniversary. And you — the spouses who further
Rotary’s success as you support the district governor.
Together, we are all part of the family of Rotary.

Here in Anaheim, you will experience the full depth and
breadth of Rotary’s international fellowship, learn more
about Rotary than you ever thought possible, and taste
the first rewards of assuming this most fulfilling position
of service — as a leader to your district and to Rotary.

| can tell you that this week could be either a stumbling
block or a stepping-stone. | can also tell you that you
control that option.

| invite you to reflect upon the words of John
Galsworthy: “I shall pass through this world but once;
any good things, therefore, that | can do, or any
kindness that | can show to any human being, or animal,
let me do now. Let me not deter it or neglect it, for | shall
not pass this way again.”

No, we shall not pass this way again — therefore let us
seize the day and live each moment of this remarkable
adventure to the best of our abilities. We are indeed
blessed to have an opportunity to participate in an
International Assembly — a life affirming experience that
awakens the spirit and challenges the intellect.

Each of you was selected by your district to be here.
This is a measure of the confidence and the highest
esteem in which you have been regarded. You have
been entrusted with the task of leading Rotary’s districts
through our centennial year.

You will be guided through this assembly by Rotary’s top
leadership — our devoted past presidents, our serving
directors and trustees, and training leaders from all over
the world — dedicated Rotarians who have been where
you are now. You will be supported by our faithful
Secretariat staff — they have come here from World
Headquarters in Evanston and from our international
offices all over the world.

They are all here to further your success as you enter
Rotary’s prestigious university as the special leaders
called district governors-elect.
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You already have many of the qualities of a strong,
hardworking leader. To be selected to serve as district
governor, you have had to prove your leadership ability,
earn the respect and admiration of your fellow
Rotarians, and demonstrate your ability to get the job
done.

Yet | also see that as the leaders of the leaders, you
want to reach even higher goals. Otherwise you would
not be here. Every one of you has accepted this
responsibility with great expectations, filled with the
highest aspirations and the loftiest ideals.

And so | ask you — how will you reach those heights?
What will you do to become that exemplary district
governor who lives in your imagination? Will you be one
of those district governors deserving of commendation
who operate under the District Leadership Plan?

As you embark upon this week of leadership training, |
would like to share with you the words of a H. Gordon
Selfridge, the British entrepreneur who founded the
successful department store chain that bears his name.
He said:

“The Boss drives his men, the Leader coaches them.
The Boss depends upon authority, the Leader on
goodwill.

The Boss inspires fear, the Leader inspires enthusiasm.
The Boss says ‘l,’ the Leader says ‘we.’

The Boss fixes the blame for the breakdown, the Leader
fixes the breakdown.

The Boss says ‘go,’ the Leader says ‘LET'S GO.”

| do not doubt that everyone gathered here has the
capacity to be a true leader. Your success will hinge
upon your talents, your aspirations and the experience
that has brought you thus far — mixed with the
compendium of information you receive at this
assembly. An untrained leader, even with the best of
intentions, will resort to bossing and bullying under
stress. Since you are guaranteed to have at least a few
stressful moments in the coming year, it is wise to
prepare as thoroughly as possible.

As we get ready to leave our first century behind and
enter our second — let us ponder these words from our
founder, Paul Harris. He said: “The future of Rotary is
shrouded in expectant mystery. It is for you, my new
Rotarian friends, to aid in the unfurling of the Rotarian
destiny.”

And so, President-elect Glenn, may | wish you and
Rotary’s incoming district governors every success in
the unfurling of the Rotarian destiny.

Thank you.



