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Rotary’s Centennial:
Four Avenues of Service
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President Glenn Estess, President-elect Carl-Wilhelm
Stenhammar, my fellow Rotarians, ladies and
gentlemen,

In all our history, we have never seen a greater day than
this [23 February 2005].

This is the day we celebrate the centennial anniversary
of the founding of the Rotary movement, the day we
embark upon a new century of service and anticipate the
future that promises to be both exciting and challenging.

What a wonderful display of enthusiasm | see here! | am
very grateful to President-elect Carl, who asked me to
give an address on this very special and auspicious day.

This 100th anniversary is indeed a milestone event in
the history of Rotary and in the life of every Rotarian —
yours and mine. It is also a time to reflect on Rotary’s
proud, 100-year career of service, a time to look to the
future of Rotary and to visualize what the new century
holds for us.

Standing before you, looking back at the years passed, |
feel humble indeed.

We are all aware of Rotary’s modest beginning 100
years ago today. The four men at the first Rotary club
meeting had little idea what they would go on to do.
But after that momentous day, Paul Harris and his
friends continued to seek ways to bring their meeting
to greater use, not only for themselves but also for
others in their community and the world at large. Soon,
the concept of service became central to Rotary. More
important, the concept was translated into acts of
service.

For a century, Rotarians have been serving their clubs,
their communities, their vocations, and their world. One
can say with certainty that no community in any of the
166 countries in which there are Rotary clubs has gone
untouched by the actions of Rotary — an action as
ordinary as donating a television set to a school and as
extraordinary as immunizing billions of children against
polio. Five million people, who would otherwise be
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paralyzed, are now walking because they have been
immunized against this devastating disease.

In its 100 years, Rotary’s growth has been phenomenal.
Its progress dwarfs the dreams of its founders. It moves
forward relentlessly because Rotarians are movers —
and because there is so much to be done.

Through individual club projects and more extensive
efforts carried out through Rotary Foundation programs,
Rotarians are striving to meet the needs of the world.
They will not cease their work.

Yet, even as Rotary is always moving forward, it always
returns to its beginnings — not to the almost accidental
beginning in that Chicago office in 1905, but to the
essential beginning, the desire of the heart to help and
give love, the desire of the hand to lend itself in service,
and the desire of the will to practice the ideal of Service
Above Self. This is unique!

| firmly believe that the way to strengthen our clubs is to
go back to basics and adhere to the timeless
principles upon which Rotary was built, the four
Avenues of Service, which have guided us so well for
many decades.

Going back to basics means that we must listen intently
to the heartbeat of Rotary, which is Club Service.
Rotary’s health, indeed Rotary’s survival, depends on
this heartbeat.

Active club service leads to vital clubs with dedicated
members. And active club service thrives
atmosphere committed to upholding Rotary’s philosophy

in an

and the timeless principles that have made our
fellowship strong.

As we have emphasized so much, our clubs create and
support our image as a network of volunteers dedicated
to local and humanitarian action. Therefore, strong clubs
are essential to Rotary’s overall health.

Upholding Rotary’s timeless principles also means that
we renew our commitment to Vocational Service. Rotary
does not support the belief that “business is just
business.” That convenient phrase is nothing but a cloak
for hiding irresponsible and antisocial practices that do
not spell business but the death of all businesses. In
Rotary, business is life, and business morality is no
different from the morality that rules the rest of life.
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Rotary’s timeless principles promote ethical practices,
and the business community needs Rotarians — not
just as positive role models but as tireless advocates for
what is the truth and what is fair to all concerned. To me,
this Rotary pin is an emblem of integrity. It could be
more. It could become a symbol of leadership, a symbol
of trustworthiness and dignity.

Whilst much needs to be done in the sphere of
Community Service, our third avenue, especially in the
developing countries, the matter of service to youth is of
particular importance today. The future of humanity
depends on the nature of the guidance that youth
receive in moral, economic, and social matters. In my
opinion, the main cause of the frustration that youth
suffer today is a lack of equilibrium in the education and
instruction imparted to them.

In our fourth Avenue of Service, International Service,
we must admit that people are more inclined to hate one
another for points on which they differ than to love one
another for points on which they agree. But even worse
is that people are always trying to solve other people’s
problems, and the world is full of wrong answers.

In Rotary, however, we live for a purpose, and our goal
is crystal
understanding, goodwill,

the advancement of international
and peace through a world
fellowship of business and professional men and

clear:

women united in the ideal of service.

My friends, because you are here voluntarily, | know that
you live with a purpose. | know you live your life for
something more important than your life alone.

If it is true that peace begins in the minds of men, then it
is equally true that the defense of peace must also be
built in the minds of men. But, my fellow Rotarians, there
must be more than just a peace-oriented mind. There
must be peace work and peace action
communities— action by each one of us in our

in all

respective communities and through the many excellent
programs of Rotary and its Foundation.

This is the only way to get the right answers!

Rotary is a worldwide movement based on desires that
live in the hearts of all good people: to share and to
serve. Rotary, by its very definition, attracts capable
leaders who want to make the world a better place.

And yet, despite all of the good work that has been
done, | have met many Rotarians who tell me they get
very discouraged by what they see. They worry that
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their clubs may have lost their way because
membership has dwindled, attendance has dropped.
They haven't been able to attract new, younger
members, and too often “service” is simply writing a
check instead of getting personally involved. Many claim
that Rotary has shifted its focus from the community to

fundraising.

All over the world, Rotarians who are concerned and
committed and who love this organization ask me:
possible that the world has moved on and left us
behind? Is Rotary still relevant?”

“Isit

Like you, | have had the opportunity to witness Rotary in
action everywhere | go. But what touches me most is
seeing Rotarians at the grassroots level working so
diligently to “do something good in the world.”

It was in Bihar, India, a few years ago that | learned
about and saw firsthand the dreadful famine brought
about by severe drought. Wells that had been put in
rather badly had silted up. The Rotarians in Bihar took
upon themselves the task of turning this into an
opportunity to serve. Soon, 50 tube wells were built in 50
villages. | saw some of those wells. They were well built,
big and wide, with proper parapets and proper depths.

You have to see Rotarians this way, see them working
with the workers under the hot sun, see their
enthusiasm to serve — not because they have to but
because they have put their heart and soul, their
genuine desire and love to do something good, into
practice. If they can go out of their way to do this extra
work, to help alleviate the famine, they are even more
enthusiastic.

| was much impressed and inspired!

By its very constitution, Rotary has within its ranks
almost every type of specialist skill. We know that many
who have retired from active business or practice would
make their skills and expert knowledge available in
times of sudden need, both to their own communities
and those abroad. The Rotarians in Bihar are a shining
example!

A few months ago, | had the chance to read about the
Rotary Club of Tokyo’s land mine removal project. This
is a project to clear the millions of land mines buried in
Cambodia by the Khmer Rouge between 1975 to 1980,
and it eventually became the project of all 34 districts in
Japan.

| went to the location of those land mines in 1976 during
the height of the political conflicts among the many
countries in that region. In the Province of Sri Sopon
inside Cambodia and under the escort of Khmer Rouge
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soldiers who knew exactly where the land mines were
buried, | went for a dialogue with the Khmer Rouge
leader lang Sary, the second-in-command after Pol Pot.

It was those land mines being buried everywhere along
the unmarked Thai-Cambodian border that were killing
and injuring so many Thai villagers. Thousands lost their
legs, and hundreds lost their lives!

But | couldn’t do much. No one could do anything at all
while the political situation was still uncertain. However,
when political stability started to return, Rotary and
Rotarians, including those in Japan, got into action.

The Rotary Foundation funds projects all over the
world — in Angola, Afghanistan, Iraq, Central America,
and Cambodia — that provide artificial limbs to
amputees. Many Rotary clubs around the world,
including the 34 districts in Japan, started these
programs in response to the havoc that land mines, the
terrible legacy of conflicts now ended, continue to wreak
in many parts of the world.

These projects have benefited thousands of people, but
| am thinking now of one particular man, a poor Thai
farmer who lives in a small village near the Cambodian
border. In the late 1980s, he lost one of his legs by
stepping on a land mine while he was looking for food in
the forest.

This man had a wife and a baby daughter to support.
But after this accident, his wife could not overcome her
fears about what the future might bring. She left and was
never heard from again.

The man was left with no leg, no job, no wife, and the
huge responsibility of supporting a child. He built himself
a crude artificial leg and got whatever work he could. His
awful leg constantly plagued him. It didn't fit properly. It
looked terrible, and it gave him pain. But it was better
than no leg at all.

Every night, he worried about what the next day would
bring, whether he would have work in the morning,
whether he would get enough food for himself and his
child and be able to keep the roof over their heads. And
most of all, he worried about whether his daughter
would be able to finish her education.

When Rotary clubs in the area heard about this man,
they became involved and with the support of The
Rotary Foundation provided him with a high-quality,
properly fitting artificial limb.

Well, it sounds like such a simple, ordinary thing. But
you see, that's the beauty of it. It was a simple thing.
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The new leg gave him new energy and new confidence.
He got a better and steady job. And his daughter was
able to continue her schooling and graduate.

As it so happened, her graduation day was also his
birthday, a triumphant day for both of them. They had
struggled so much, and they had come so far. To mark
the occasion, the girl wanted to give her father a
present. Being so poor, she had nothing but a picture of
the two of them when she was a little girl. But on the
back of the photo she wrote a message more precious
to him than any expensive gift. She wrote: “Dad, we
will now walk together.”

The girl went on to become a nurse, to marry and have a
child of her own. Now, she is able to support her father,
and they do indeed walk together.

My fellow Rotarians, because of your action and
involvement in such a program, you also walk with this
man. | truly believe that what transformed his life was
not simply the new leg. It was also learning that total
strangers would have the desire and the commitment to
help him. It was discovering that there is an abundance
of unconditional love and a helping hand in this world,
the helping hand that you lend to those villagers in Bihar,
the hand that you have extended to the more than two
billion children whose lives have been spared from that
dreadful disease, polio.

So to those who ask: “Is Rotary relevant?” | say: “Of
course, it is!” | never doubt that for a minute. Rotary has
always been and will continue to be relevant, if only we
will not simply sit back dreaming of those things that we
have achieved in the past and feeling so proud of them.
Rather, | say we must plan and work even harder for the
future.

Let me assure you that | am not suggesting that Rotary
change its philosophy, regardless of how times have
changed. | have great faith in the value of Rotary’'s
structure — a network of individual, autonomous clubs
based in communities all over the world.

But we should resist the tide of materialism and
selfishness. If our objectives are to stand for anything,
they must stand in defiance of those aspects of modern
society that in all our hearts we thoroughly condemn.
Therefore, the first task of a Rotarian must be to show
by precept the standards that he or she would expect of
others.

| also believe that we should not let this centennial
anniversary pass without making a real effort for further
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expansion throughout the world, ensuring a broader
base for the advancement of our ideals. Our working
capital in Rotary is certainly not money, not our financial
assets. Our capacity for service, let me repeat, should
not be confined to our checkbooks.

Rotary’s true strength lies in the aggregate of its
members, who offer great potential as a group of
dynamic leaders in communities throughout the world.
All of this is what it means to go back to basics! These
are the timeless principles of Rotary!

Ladies and gentlemen, we have before us this day a
great many challenges to face and tackle. It is important
remember that Rotary is not just another social club for
pleasant fellowship, not just another charitable
organization. Rotary is a way of life, an attitude of the
mind, a posture of the soul. It is an old voice in the new
century calling upon every Rotarian, everywhere, to
reinforce our timeless principles by reshaping the
modern world in a straighter, sweeter, and more merciful
and humanistic way.

The stress of our motto Service Above Self is on the last
two words, Above Self. This is what we have to
remember at all times.

Can we accept this challenge, the challenge of our
incoming world president? If so, let us not regard this
centennial anniversary merely as a celebration but, in
the words of our president, Glenn Estess, “let us
celebrate Rotary by performing countless acts of
service, in our clubs, our vocations, our communities,
and our world.” And in doing so, let us ask ourselves:

Are we willing to forget what we have done for other
people and to remember what other people have done
for us?

Are we willing to ignore what the world owes us and to
think about what we owe to the world?

Are we willing to see that our fellow men and women are
just as real as we are and look behind their faces to their
hearts, hungry for joy?

Are we willing to acknowledge that the best reason for
our existence is not what we are going to get out of life
but what we are going to give to life?

Are we willing to close our book of complaints against
the management of the universe and look around us for
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a place where we can sow a few seeds of happiness?

If the answer is yes, we have sown the seeds of Rotary
in our hearts. We can then go forward, not reluctantly
and shakily with our eyes toward the past, but with chest
pointing at the clouds that will usher in the sunrise of a
new day, a new century.

To me, the richness in life is measured by its breadth, its
heights, and its depths. It has been my honor to serve
my country and to serve Rotary for a considerable
length of time, for in both of those services | have
reached some heights. But, in the work for my country, |
have also been at some depths as well.

| shall always remember my first and only visit to the
Grand Canyon in the 1950s. | did not imagine any
scenery could be more spectacular than the one viewed
from the heights until | hiked down to the river miles
below and looked up. It was only then that | fully
appreciated the true majesty of one of nature’s wonders.

Only when you have been down in the depths can you
truly appreciate the heights.

My fellow Rotarians, | realize the last six days have
been strenuous for you. But | am sure you will all agree
that this International Assembly has been most
worthwhile. This period of training will come to an end in
a couple of days, but the learning itself continues.

There is a saying that “the light of learning does not
have to burn brightly, but it must burn constantly.” How
true it is!

You will soon be heading home. Keep the light of your
learning burning constantly, so that with the passing of
our organization’s first 100 years and the entry into our
second century, we can be confident that the work and
spirit of Rotary, so well accomplished through the effort
and goodwill of every Rotarian, will continue
undiminished, unabated, and with renewed energy for
years and years to come.

| wish all of you the very best as you begin the journey
that will lead you into the dawn of the second century of
Service Above Self.

Vive la Rotary!



