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Happy New Year!

Welcome to Rotary PR Tips, a biweekly newsletter that
offers innovative ideas for clubs and districts to promote
Rotary in their communities. | will be helping you to share
your stories of Rotary. Please feel free to contact me with
any related PR questions or concerns. You can reach me by
e-mail at pr@rotary.org

World Health Organization Director-General Committed
to Polio Eradication

“We will complete polio eradication,” said newly appointed
World Health Organization Director-General Margaret Chan.
In a letter dated 4 January, she explained that polio
eradication is one of her top priorities and she will continue
working until the job is complete. She also expressed her
gratitude to all who have committed to the goal that no child
should ever again know the pain of polio-paralysis. You can
read the full story with a link to her letter at the link provided
below.
http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/polio/061116_who.html

Rotary in the News!

Working with funds from local and regional Rotary clubs, Tim
Bewley and Dr. Carol Fellows have taken their project, "Give
Hope — Give a Hand," to Vietnam and east Africa, so far
equipping 230 amputees, enabling them almost immediately
to write, operate a computer, tie their shoes and, as one
recipient described it, "walk down the street, tall and proud, a
complete man." It's just a simple $50 spring-loaded plastic
prosthetic hand, but it's changing lives in the Third World.
You can read the full story at the link below.
http://www.mailtribune.com/archive/2006/1230/local/stories/r
otary-jd.htm

French Rotarians Raise Rotary Awareness

“Hope in Mind” is the name of the movie theatre event
taking place in France on January 23, 2007. For their second
National Rotary Awareness Day, French Rotarians have
organized a special premiere of the movie “Moliere ou Le
Comedien Malgre Lui” by Laurent Tirard in nearly 300
theatres throughout the country. The objectives of this
multi-district event are to raise one million Euro for six
research projects selected by the FRC (Federation Nationale
pour la recherche sur les maladies du cerveau) and to
promote Rotary to the wider public. The movie night includes
a screening of a film about Rotary and a presentation about
degenerative brain diseases, which affect about 10 percent
of the population directly or indirectly. You can view the
complete French press package at the link below.
http://www.rotary-francophone.org//fpdb/DOSSIER%2023%
20JANVIER%202007.pdf
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Rotary club Shares Project through Electronic Press
Release

Here is a great example of how one Rotary club developed
an electronic press release. Please note on the right side of
the press release, the club has included pictures with
captions. They have also included a section for contact
information with a link to their Web site and their email. You
can view the press release at the link provided below.
http://www.emediawire.com/releases/2007/1/emw495697.ht
m

Head into the New Year with a Winning Headline

Your headline matters. These are the words that make
someone want to read about your Rotary story. When you
send a local news outlet your club’s efforts, does your
headline catch their attention? The headline of your news
release should grab the reader’s attention. Please read the
full story below to ensure a winning headline for your next
Rotary story.
http://blog.prleap.com/archives/press-release-optimization-h
ow-to-write-an-effective-headline/

Refer a Prospective Rotarian Today

As January marks Rotary Awareness Month, consider
referring a friend, family member or colleague that
demonstrates the qualities of a good Rotarian today! If you
are an active member of a Rotary club in good standing and
know someone that would be a great addition to Rotary, then
consider referring them for membership. You can read more
about it at the link below.
http://www.rotary.org/membership/prospective/referral.html

Quote Corner

Quote Corner is a place for Rotarians to share inspirational
comments about Rotary service. Have you or any of your
Rotary club members recently been quoted in the news?
Has a beneficiary of a Rotary project recently helped to
enforce Rotary’s good image in your community? If so,
please send the quote and who it's from, a brief description
of the project or context, and where it was featured to
pr@rotary.org. Explain why this quote is important to you and
your club, and you may see it in a future issue.

"It never ceases to amaze me how these young people
return from this course and describe it as a life changing
experience. We are extremely proud of them all," said
Bridlington, Humberside, England Rotary Club President
Roger Thorpe about runner Chris Phelps and others. Phelps,
a teenage student and participant in the Bridlington
half-marathon, raised over £ 300 for the Laura Crane Trust
which researches cancer in 17-to 25-year-olds. Phelps had
been sponsored to attend a Rotary Youth Leadership
Scheme, which challenged each of its students to raise
money for good causes.

Rotary PR Tips, an international resource

Did you know that Rotary PR Tips reaches nearly 4,000
people in 115 countries from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe? It's a
great opportunity to learn how the media works and how
other cultures promote their projects. What PR tip would you
share with readers? Send it to pr@rotary.org




