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At the 2010 Convention in Montreal Dr. Bruce Aylward, World Health Organization Director of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative reported that there is terrific news related to polio eradication.  
I am here today to echo that sentiment.  
We are “this close” to eradicating polio.  
For the first time in history, six months have passed in India without a single child in Uttar Pradesh or Bihar, the two states that have never stopped transmission, being paralyzed by type 1 polio—the most dangerous of the two remaining types. 

And for the first time in history there has been a 99% drop in polio cases in Nigeria.  The end is in sight!

Today, I will provide you with an update on the status of our polio eradication efforts and demonstrate to you the impact of Rotarians’ commitment of time and resources that has been essential to the success achieved so far.
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In 1985, there were over 350,000 cases of polio in over 125 countries—that is 1,000 children per day being paralyzed or even dying from this disease.  
Every two minutes another child was paralyzed by polio. 

Click

By 2006, all but 4 countries had eradicated all three types of polioviruses.  Now, the poliovirus lurks in only limited geographic areas that are plagued by conflict, extreme conservatism, and are very remote. It is of interest that almost 25% of the global population lives in these four countries.   

Click

It is from these areas that the polio virus was exported to countries with the weakest health systems which became infected with polio.  

Click 

However, even in these outbreak countries, there is progress.  
10 of the 15 reinfected countries have stopped their outbreaks, and the risk of outbreak is declining with the reduction of cases in the remaining polio endemic countries. 

In 2010, there was a total of 946 polio cases globally.
On 18 June 2010, a new and aggressive Strategic Plan for polio eradication was launched to once and for all be sure that no child ever again is paralyzed by polio. 

Now, let us look at the four remaining countries that have never stopped polio and the work of Rotarians there. 
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In India, Rotarians work with partners and political leaders to mobilize hundreds of additional workers and volunteers in the Kosi River flood plains shown here where access to children is made extremely difficult by the annual rains.
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In urban slums such as this, thousands are recruited to go door to door to ensure that every child is immunized.  Imagine, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, India, there are nearly 180 million people—and 500,000 newborns each month!  That’s 6 million newborns who need to be vaccinated.  The good news?  They are being vaccinated. India reported 42 cases in 2010 compared to 733 in 2009.
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In the “rough and tumble” world of the Afghanistan-Pakistan border, Rotary has provided funding for immunization posts so that cross border vaccination can take place throughout the year, as well as provide a measure of security for vaccinators. The National PolioPlus Committees in Pakistan and Afghanistan are deeply engaged in working with traditional and political leaders to increase access to children in all areas of these countries.

SLIDE 7

Your fellow Rotarians in Nigeria have also successfully engaged the very powerful traditional leaders such as the Emir of Kano as shown in this photo to ensure that parents and caregivers actively seek to have their children immunized.  The Emir of Kano and the State Governor have both publicly immunized their children and grandchildren against polio.  When I was there in 2004, the leadership of northern Nigeria had suspended polio immunization activities based on false rumors about the safety of the vaccine. 
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One of the key messages that I would like to convey today is that Rotarians just like you, in the remaining polio affected countries, are working in their communities, immunizing children.  They are engaged and motivated to finish the job of polio eradication.  And your support is more critical than ever before.

In order to ensure that every drop of vaccine administered by you and your fellow Rotarians provide the best opportunity for children to be protected against polio, our partners at the World Health Organization and UNICEF have been working with vaccine manufacturers on improved and refined vaccines.  
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The new bi-valent vaccine introduced in 2009 that targets the remaining two types of polio (remember, type 2 has already been eradicated), works twice as well as the old trivalent poliovirus vaccine.  With this vaccine, polio virus types 1 and 3 can be attacked at the same time.

This new vaccine was used for the first time in Afghanistan in December 2009 and has since been used in the remaining polio endemic countries.  
This is a powerful tool by which the world has seen an extraordinary reduction in the number of cases in the polio affected countries.

The world now has the best opportunity to banish polio to the history books.

SLIDE 10  (Smiling Faces)
I am often asked, “what has been the impact of the contributions that we make to our polio eradication efforts?” This is a good question.  The next few slides demonstrate the remarkable impact of the grants that The Rotary Foundation has made over the past several years in support of polio eradication, in all areas of the world where polio still exists.
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Click 1 – Slide w/1st Circle
There have been no cases of polio in the Horn of Africa since July 2009. We are celebrating one year of being polio free in one of the most difficult areas of the world.  The outbreak was stopped in record time because Rotary grants of nearly US$19 million have provided an army of local and international health workers on the ground to administer vaccine, especially in southern Sudan, where for the first time a Rotary club has been chartered in the capital, Juba.

Click 2 – West & Central Africa
The Rotary Foundation has funded polio immunization activities all across west and central Africa that helped 10 of 15 reinfected countries become polio free once more.  
Because of these grants totaling nearly US$30 million, look how few cases appear on this map.

Click 3

In India, grants targeted to Uttar Pradesh and Bihar reaching nearly US$40 million provided external monitors who worked to verify that every child, even in the hardest to reach areas were immunized. The result?  A significant reduction in the number of polio cases.  

Click 4

In Afghanistan and Pakistan, US$23 million in Rotary funds enabled experts to train thousands of local volunteers and health workers at the community level to use the new vaccine at border crossings to ensure that every child was properly immunized and provided supplies, equipment and transportation support during immunization activities.  Afghanistan and Pakistan continue to be a challenge to polio eradication given the insecurity in several areas of both countries which makes access to children often extremely difficult.

Click 5

In Nigeria, polio cases have plummeted 99% because Rotary Foundation grants of nearly US$40 million over the past two years helped to underwrite polio campaigns.   

Nigeria reported 21 cases in 2010, compared to 387 in 2009.
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Outbreaks will continue to happen while polio virus continues to circulate in the four remaining polio endemic countries. 
In the past several months, outbreaks have occurred in central Africa and Asia illustrating the urgency to eliminate polio in the endemic countries before it can spread further. 
Click

Tajikistan, a previously polio free country just north of Afghanistan, had a major outbreak of polio from a virus imported from India in April of this year. 
The Rotary Foundation was the first organization to make a rapid response grant in the amount of US$500,000 that allowed polio immunization activities to begin immediately. 
The outbreak was rapidly brought under control, but sadly more than 450 children have been paralyzed and several have died. 

Click

An outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo threatens children on the eastern border as well as children living along the Angolan border. 
And most recently, in October polio cases were reported in Congo for the first time since 2000. 
Again, Rotary made an emergency response grant of US$500,000 so that immunizations could begin as soon as possible. 
Because adults as well as children have been affected, the entire population will be vaccinated by the end of November with two more immunization campaigns by the end of the year. 
We are confident that the quick response of the government will bring the situation under control quickly, capping the number of cases, just as happened in Tajikistan. 

In both the Tajikistan and Congo outbreaks, Rotary’s early grants served as a catalyst for other donor countries. 

Seen Progress  – Progress Takes Money
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In the two prior fundraising campaigns, clubs and districts exceeded contribution goals.

Asked to raise US $120 million from 1985 to 1988, we raised $247 million.
When the 2002-2005 goal was $80 million, we raised $135 million.
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Clubs are being asked to set their own goal with a minimum goal of US$2000 per year. Clubs are also encouraged to reach out to the public to secure contributions for Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge. 
We do not want the Challenge to negatively affect our Annual Programs Fund and the growth we have seen in the Every Rotarian Every Year effort.  Every club that contributes $2,000 more and every district that contributes 20% or more is recognized at the end of the Rotary year with a certificate of appreciation. New Rotarians are also encouraged to participate in their first polio campaign.   

The Rotary Foundation issues a bi-monthly newsletter about the success and progress of Rotary’s US$200M Challenge.  You can sign up on-line to receive the electronic newsletter.We have developed a new giving website to make it simpler for the general public to give to Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge. This website is included on all of our Public Service announcements and publications. 
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If you’re looking for ideas about how your club can reach out to the general public and promote Rotary’s $200M Challenge, visit our rotary.org site for ideas.  Here is a sampling of what Rotarians around the world have done to raise money for the challenge.
-Millions of children in polio-endemic countries know that a freshly marked purple pinkie means freedom from the disease. When members of your community make a small contribution to PolioPlus, have Rotarian volunteers mark their pinkies with the same dye used on National Immunization Days around the world. The purple pinkie will serve as a personal symbol of helping one child become free from polio forever. 
Learn more in the handbook provided by District 6940 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.rotary6940.org/pdfs/PurplePinkieProjectHandbook.pdf" \t "_parent" (Florida, USA).  

-Raffle off a car, a cruise or vacation, tickets to a local event and other donated items.  

-Host a walkathon, bikeathon, skiathon in your community.  

-Host a gala, dinner, festival, picnic, wine tasting, dance or sports competition to raise contributions-Coordinate a movie night with a local cinema in which proceeds can support The Challenge.  Show a movie of your choice, with an introductory PSA about the Challenge, or show the Oscar-nominated documentary short, The Final Inch, which showcases the efforts of Rotarians in India to eradicate polio.   
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2 for 1- 18-24 (Sunday) October-applies to individual, online contributions. Rotarians must be registered through MAP to give online and receive the credit. 
A promotion to encourage giving to polio leading up to World Polio Day on 24 October. 
A few events going on in celebration: 

-Governor of WV declared week of Oct. 24-30th to be Rotary Polio Eradication Week

-EPN lighting on San Francisco Ferry Building and a walk across the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco 

-Kick Out Polio Night with MLS (soccer) team Chivas USA in LA

-Some Rotarians and friends will run the Eurasia Marathon and collect money for polio

*RC of Wooster (District 6650) and RC in Columbus are both planning lightings (locations not yet finalized) 

The 1st Concert to End Polio featuring Itzhak Perlman happened on December 2, 2009. Because of the event’s success, there will be another Concert to End Polio happening on 7 March 2011 with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. Tickets are currently on sale.
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For the third year in a row, Rotarians around the world have lit up iconic structures with the EPN graphic on Rotary’s birthday, Feb.23.  
These events have been a wonderful way for the general public and local communities to spread the word about Rotarians involvement in the eradication of polio.  See highlights on www.rotary.org. 
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Prior to the Ohio State and University of Michigan Game  we had a text messaging contest between the fans of both schools to see who could send the most text messages. 
We have Social Networking pages on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. Our text messaging campaign is a tool available exclusively in the US.  This tool is geared towards the general public.  Donors text POLIO to 90999 to make a one time donation of $5.  
Where appropriate, publicize it at your fundraisers or public events to make giving even easier.   
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Also new to this campaign, we are asking that the Family of Rotary get involved in the Challenge.

There are over 110,000 Rotary Foundation Alumni. We are requesting that they participate in Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge. To date, Rotary Foundation Alumni have contributed over $468,915 to the challenge. 

Rotary Fellowships and Rotary Action Groups are invited to participate in the Challenge. 
To date we have received contributions from Wine Appreciation Fellowship, The Quilt Fellowship and Rotary on Stamps, just to name a few. 
If you are part of a fellowship, I would encourage you to think of a way your fellowship could be involved with the Challenge.  To date, Fellowships have raised over US$133,000 for the challenge. 

Rotaract and Interact clubs are also asked to participate and contribute to the challenge.  They can organize fundraising events independently or in conjunction with their sponsor clubs. To date, they have nearly raised US$400,000. 

A fundraising kit for youth is available by request to share with your local Interact and Rotaract Clubs, YEX students and RYLAs. 
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Rotary’s PR Department launched the “This Close” campaign.  Polio-survivors, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Dr. Jane Goodall, musician Itzhak Perlman, Golfer Jack Nicklaus, and Queen Noor of Jordan have all participated in the campaign.  Other locally known celebrities have also participated in the campaign, most notably in Africa.  These ads are designed to not only appeal to the general public to raise funds for Rotary’s US$200M Challenge, but also to spread the word about Rotary International and the work they are doing to eradicate polio. 
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 Discuss milestone, continue fundraising
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We are closer than ever in the fight to eradicate polio—we cannot stop now. 
You have already raised US$140 million towards our goal. 

Contributions to The Rotary Foundation for polio eradication activities have had, and will continue to have, a tremendous positive impact. Your continued support for Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge is critical and will ensure we fulfill our promise to End Polio Now.

Thank you
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