Introduction to Foundation Sessions

     Thank you, Masa, for your very enlightening and encouraging us this morning.

     For the past days, we have already covered a number of things that are now- and will be pertinent to you and the future of our organization.  For the first time ever, just the first year RRFCs have had their own personal and very private introduction to the basics of expense reporting, travel service, foundation resources and the RI Web and using member access. 
     Also, for the first time ever, all of us had a combination meeting with the Rotary Coordinators with emphasis on team work. And we have had the opportunity to hear from our current Trustee Chair Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammer and RI President-elect Sakuji Tanaka.  
    Then at our official RRFC beginning yesterday, we have received updates on how the Foundation’s Future Vision and the Rotary Centers are progressing.

    Well, now we are at the point in the program where we are going to get into details of the Rotary Foundation as it applies to over 80% of the districts in Rotary International.   While it is vital that we understand where the Foundation is going in two years with the Future Vision Plan, the reality is that we must be adept at educating and inspiring our Rotarians now in our existing humanitarian and educational programs as well as how are we going to develop the funds for all of this.  Our many ways of developing the funds that will keep these programs today and yes, the future programs of our foundation vital.  For the next day and a half, we will get into the real substance of the programs and fund development.
     You know, whenever I attend a training session of any kind- whether it is in my club, district or with RI, I always take something new of value home with me.  For the first year RRFCs, it should be fairly easy to pick up some new pearls of information. In the next day and a half of Foundation sessions, the new RRFCs will receive a veritable jewel box of information from not only the staff but also the returning RRFCs who have experienced many opportunities out in the field to develop solutions- often on the spur of the moment.  The returning RRFCs will be your mentors as they will share from their many personal experiences.  In the breakouts, discussion and questions are very much in order.  If you have a question in your mind, it is almost certain that someone else in the room has the same question, so please ask it.  Open up the discussion and ask your questions.
     Having said that, please be mindful that much information needs to take place in each session, so allow the leaders sufficient time to properly cover the assigned material.

     Now, my challenge to the returning RRFCs is to look for that new pearl of wisdom.  Something that you did not know before- or if you knew it, perhaps a new way to apply it, even in the programs with which you have been working.  Even knowledgeable people will have the opportunity to pick up new ideas or techniques- especially if they are looking for it. 
     Of course, the programs often have a new twist or a change and those will be discussed.  
     All in all, the next day and a half will be filled with the fundamentals and highlights of our Foundation Programs and Fund development.  This is the reason that we are all here, so let’s make the most of it.  When we all return to our Zones, we will be in the best position ever to challenge, to educate and to inspire our fellow Rotarians.

     Now, before we go to our Foundation Breakouts, we will hear from David Alexander about the Highlights or our Public Relations Campaign.  Following David’s presentation, please move immediately to the breakout rooms as listed in your program and please be in your seats and ready to begin by 9:15 am, because there is much to cover, and you will not want to miss a minute of it!
     Thank you….David…..
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