It’s good- to be in Chicago,

Discussing new stuff- and what you’ve done.

It’s a learning-curve- that we’ve gone through,

And it’s fair to say that we have had some fun.

First years- first day you got the knowledge

How to- report and how to travel.

And you know- how to use the RI web

These mysteries, our staff has unraveled.

All of us- have shared time with the RCs

Teamwork- is the goal for all of us.

Along- with our directors and PR folks

Working- together is a plus.

Now, I am going- to talk about the joys

Of the Foundation- and things you want to know

Take the message- back to your zones

So we can make our Foundation grow.

We’ll end up- talking about Polio

And the things- that we need to get done.

To take back- home to our districts

We will not finish until it’s gone!

(Repeat first verse)

The Joys of the Rotary Foundation
     From 2002-2004, I had the privilege and very high honor of serving our Foundation as an RRFC.  In those days, it was a two year job; however, many of us were responsible for a two zones.  And by the end of the two years, I think I could walk through the Denver International Airport blindfolded.  Many of you probably have similar experiences.  As the Foundation continues to adjust to new times wishing to be relevant to contributors and those involved in programs, many changes have taken place with the methodology and structure.  I recall when the trustees removed the district governor’s required signature to a matching grant.  The new authorized signature was to be the grant’s sub committee chair and the district Foundation Chair.  Gee whiz.  It was my “good fortune” to relay that information to the district governor’s-elect at their GETS at our Rotary Institute.  I remember that day well. Change in large organizations will always have opposition, and presenting the Future Vision Plan is no different.  It is new, it is a change, and there will be some who do not want to make the change.  I predict that in a few years; however, The Future Vision plan will be working well, it will be relevant, and much of it will have come from the Rotarians working on the pilot programs, today.
And, we will all be glad we did it.  But, if the plan is to remain relevant, it will continue to change.  Someone once said the only thing that is constant is change.
     So, in spite of all of the changes, mid course corrections, new technologies, and new opportunities, all of us who support our Foundation have continued to have some constants.  There are some things that will not change about us and what we are doing: “doing good in the world.”  Indeed, doing good is a constant.  Even looking back to the ancients, we see that good is revered.  Confucius said, “Virtue is not left to stand alone.  [Those] who practice it will have neighbors.”   Roman statesmen and philosophers, Cicero said, “In nothing do [we] approach so nearly to the gods as in doing good to [others.]”  And, Seneca said, “[Those] that do good to another, do also good to [themselves]; not only in the consequence, but in the very act of doing it; for the consciousness of well-doing is an ample reward.”
     Thank you, Seneca, for foreshadowing my speech a few centuries ago!

     And that really is what I wish to visit about today.  While in the act of doing good, we feel down deep inside a certain joy.  “Real happiness is helping others” was PRIP Cliff Dochterman’s theme. All of these ideas ring true to us just as much today and it did in the days of Confucius, Cicero, Seneca and just a few years ago in the presidency of Cliff Dochterman.  It is our constant.
     Sometimes we get caught up in fund development, how much money can we bring into our Foundation through cash contributions or through estate planning- and even club or district fund raising events, but we should not ever lose sight of our mission statement, “doing good in the world,”  the whole reason that we are seeking the funds.
     Rotary is what I call the “feel good” organization whether it is working on a local project or an international service Foundation program.  We do something for someone else, and we just feel good about it.  We get that deep down joy or happiness, even contentment in having accomplished something that benefits someone else.  I think we get similar feelings deep down whether we are actually working on a project or funding it.  Knowing the beneficial outcome is where we come to know that joy.

     In 1998, my wife, Carolyn, PDG and now RI Director-elect Andy Smallwood and I went to Delhi to attend the Council on Legislation, and following that meeting, we had made arrangements to do some sightseeing (at no cost to Rotary) in India and Nepal.  We happened to run into then Trustee Rick King, and directors Paco and Lupita Creo and Bob and Kathy Coultas who invited us to go with them on an NID in Katmandu, Nepal.  We thought that would be a terrific opportunity, so we joined them. At the appointed time, they picked us up in a Jeep that had been furnished to the Nepal Health Department by Japanese Rotarians.  Katmandu was covered with banners and signs announcing the NID which were furnished by the Australian Rotarians, and of course the serum that was furnished by all of us.  Already, the crisp, cool morning had a special feel about it.  We began to understand first hand how much effort had gone into this event by the Nepalese Rotarians as we went from inoculation station to inoculation station.  We were fascinated to see the families dressed in their finest clothes and bringing their small children to the Rotarians staffing the stations.  This was a very important day in their lives.  Then, all of a sudden, someone said, “Don, you Carolyn and Andy need to inoculate the children, too,” and I said, “But I am just an insurance agent, not a doctor.”  The head nurse looked me in the eye, and said, “All you do is take this little vile and squeeze two drops in each child’s mouth.  Even an insurance agent can do that!”
     Reluctantly, I took the vile and squeezed out the two drops into this beautiful child’s mouth- his brilliant white teeth and his tongue wagging in anticipation of the drops- and also probably in anticipation of the piece of candy following the drops.   All of a sudden- a surprise I had not expected. Not only did I feel the appreciation of that child’s mother, but also, I felt a certain joy to be a part of this incredible organization that with Rotarians all around the world coming together to make the eradication of Polio a reality.  To be clear, the Rotarians on the ground in Katmandu worked tirelessly to organize the day and Rotarians from around the world gave the resources to make it happen.  We just happened to be in the right place at the right time.  But, I will never forget the deep down joy that I took away from Katmandu that day.  Then, as an RRFC, I could personally relate this story to others to help them to feel the same joy, because without their contributions, it just would not have happened.
     A few years later, I had the opportunity to become a part of a committee that was and still is working on projects in a little forgotten state of Honduras called Gracias a Dios.  After an initial fact finding trip to the area, Rotarian Steve Zimmer and I returned along with two other Rotarians from my club following funding a matching grant with the Nueva Tegucigalpa Rotary club to dedicate a generator installation, a water well with an electric pump, a cistern and water pipes up to a clinic on a very remote island- in a little community- called Tailabila.  Until this time, the clinic had no water and no electricity.  
     It was an important moment in the village.  The health department officials were there, the local medical staff was there, Rotarians from Nueva Tegucigalpa and our club were there, and most important, the entire village was there.  

     Following the speeches, the generator was turned on.  Lights in the clinic were turned on- for the first time.  The pump was turned on and began to fill the cistern.  In a few minutes, there was enough water in the cistern to open the faucet bringing water to the clinic, and the water came.  For the first time.

     The villagers were enthusiastic, the medical people were enthusiastic.  Were we enthusiastic?  You bet we were.  But what really sticks in my mind were the villagers.  They were so very appreciative-  I remember the young boy who climbed up the coconut tree and threw down the coconuts that the old men slashed open with their machetes and offered us the refreshing liquid on the hot, humid day.  I remember the people coming over to us and telling us in their dialect, La Moskitia, “Tinki, Tinki” which means thank you.  Did we feel good about this project?  Did we have a deep joy about the project?  Did Rotary make a difference in the lives of the villagers in Tailabila on a remote island in Honduras?  YES! Could this have happened without the resources of several Rotary clubs and our Foundation- No.  Should the contributors of these funds hear from us first hand about our experiences?  Absolutely, yes.  They must share in our joy because they made it happen.
     President Wilf asked Carolyn and I to represent him and Joan at a district conference in Accra, Ghana on the continent of Africa.  It was a wonderful experience and I remember the zeal in which the RRFC V. J. Patel presented program opportunities and recognitions for Foundation Contributions throughout the conference.
     Following the conference, I had asked DG Willie Keteku to see some projects in the area. They made arrangements for us to see a book distribution center operated and staffed by the Rotarians, school enhancements, and fresh water wells.  As it turns out, the water wells had just been completed, and we were honored to dedicate them along with the Rotarians and the local chief.  The women and children had been walking 3 – 4 kilometers down hill and gathering water from a stagnant mud filled pool and hauling it back up the hill for washing, cooking and so on.  It took hours every day just to have enough water, and must have been very hard work.  Since they did have electricity in the village, it was just a matter of drilling a well deep enough to collect clean water and pump it back up to the cisterns on top of the hill.  Then, the locals could fill their buckets at the central cistern and easily return home.

     One of the things that I remember clearly was following the dedication of the first well, after drinking the cool, fresh, clean water from the calabash with the villagers and the village chief, the sponsoring Rotarians, Carolyn and I got in the pick up truck and began to drive to the next water well dedication.  All of a sudden, we heard a lot of commotion and noise.  I turned around and looked out of the back window and saw the women jumping for joy.  This was not for our benefit because we had already left the site.  No, it was absolute, spontaneous joy.  They were jumping and singing and clapping their hands now that they no longer had to make that 4 km trip.  Fresh, clean water was now at hand.

     Again, even though Carolyn and I had not actually participated in the grant to put the wells in, we were in the right place at the right time to see the wonderful results of matching grants working to make life much better for these villagers.   And, it filled us with a deep joy and it made us feel really good to see Rotarians utilizing our Foundation at work.  

     You should feel good, you should have a deep sense of joy because of your fund development efforts, these wells could be drilled, the schools are being improved, water is being filtered in many undeveloped areas of the world helping to reduce water bourn disease.  

     You should feel good and have a deep sense of joy because children- and especially girl children- are being given the opportunity to learn reading and math skills, small business are starting, and very bright young women and men are learning skills to bring about peace and understanding.  Even in some of our own communities, adult literacy programs are blossoming and homeless people are being fed and guided toward a productive life.
     You should feel good and have a deep sense of joy that your work in fund development and in education about our programs are helping our Rotarians make huge and very positive differences in people’s lives all around the world.
     Your efforts are doing no less than making a positive difference in many people’s lives- by opening peoples hearts to giving the much needed resources, by opening the minds of our Rotarians about our programs so that more Rotarians will participate in the programs and understand these relationships first hand, and by opening a new life to the recipients- whether it is through a humanitarian project or an educational program.  In every case, you have spread joy.  And, what does it take?

All it takes- is just our commitment

To spread- the important word,

About the joys- of our Foundation

And how you are improving the world.

Thank you for your commitment- and spreading the joys of our Foundation.
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