TRF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS KEY INFORMATION AND UPDATES FOR THE 2007-08 ROTARY ZONE INSTITUTES

ROTARY WORLD PEACE FELLOWSHIPS
· On 14-16 June 2007, the first ever Rotary World Peace Symposium was held in Salt Lake City, Utah just prior to the Rotary International Convention. Approximately 170 Rotary World Peace Fellows and alumni attended the event, along with over 200 Rotarians.  Plenary and workshop sessions focused on areas relating to peace studies and conflict resolution. Representatives from each of the seven Rotary Centers attended the event, which was funded by TRF.
· Several zone institutes will feature guest speakers who are current or former Rotary World Peace Fellows.

· Funding Update –Approximately US $20 million dollars has been raised toward the goal of US$ 95 million to fully endow the Rotary Centers for International Studies. Rotarians Eddie Blender and John Germ have been appointed to coordinate the Rotary Centers Major Gifts Initiative (RCMGI).  The goal of the Initiative is to raise the US$95 million by 2015.  Until the Centers are endowed the program will rely on DDF contributions along with named and endowed gifts.
· At this time, Rotary World Peace Fellows in the first three classes (2002-04, 2003-05 and 2004-06) have received their Master’s degrees and many are employed in areas related to peace and conflict resolution.  A new Alumni Brochure has been developed to highlight the various jobs that Rotary Peace Fellow alumni are securing. This can be downloaded from the RI website.  There is also a new DVD available, Peace is Possible, which can be purchased for US $15 from the RI Online Publications catalog.

· The fourth class of Rotary World Peace Fellows will be fully graduated by the end of December of 2007.

· Fellows in Class V are currently doing their applied field experiences or internships with agencies that include among others, the United Nations Development, The Grameen Bank, The World Bank, The Asia Development Bank, Mercy Corps, The Carter Center and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).  These experiences are practical components of the Fellowship and have proven to be useful in giving the Fellows relevant work experience and valuable contacts for future employment. 

· The sixth class of Rotary World Peace Fellows is beginning their classes in July, August and September in the northern hemisphere and February or March in the southern hemisphere.  The 60 Class VI Fellows come from 33 different countries; their average age is 30 years.

· The seventh class of Rotary World Peace Fellows will be selected in October 2007. 
ROTARY PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES PROGRAM 

· The first and second classes of Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program participants graduated in September 2006 and March 2007 respectively.  These 37 individuals have now returned home and are applying what they learned in their daily work.  To schedule one of these individuals to speak at your Rotary event, contact Michael Pfriem at Michael.pfriem@rotary.org.  Profiles of participants and alumni can be found on the program webpage or in the Rotary Centers alumni brochure.
· On 14-16 June 2007, the first ever Rotary World Peace Symposium was held in Salt Lake City, Utah just prior to the Rotary International Convention. 20 of the 37 Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program alumni from both classes attended the event along with approximately 170 Rotary World Peace Fellows and alumni and over 200 Rotarians.  Plenary and workshop sessions focused on areas relating to peace studies and conflict resolution. At the event, alumni networked and further solidified their connection to Rotary and each other.  
· The third class of the Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program begins study on 2 July 2007 and will graduate on 14 September 2007.  The 20 individuals in this class hail from 13 countries with 15 average years work experience and are an average age of 42.

· The fourth class of Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program participants will be selected in August 2007 for studies from January-April 2008 while the fifth class will be selected in January 2008 for studies from July-September 2008.
· Funding Update – The Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program relies on DDF contributions along with named and endowed gifts to fund needed fellowships for those individuals whose employers are unable to fully sponsor their participation in the program.  
Several zone institutes will feature guest speakers who are current or former Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program participants.
AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS AND ROTARY GRANTS FOR UNIVERSITY TEACHERS

Due to The TRF Future Visions Committee request, no major program changes will take place during the 2007-08 program year. 

REGIONAL SCHOLAR ORIENTATION SEMINARS

· 2007-08 Ambassadorial Scholars have already attended outbound orientation seminars in their home districts or regions. They will shortly begin registering and attending inbound orientation seminars in their respective host countries. 

· In June 2007, TRF distributed a revised regional orientation seminar planning kit to organizers of seminars scheduled to take place between 1 July 2007 and 30 June 2008. Upon receipt and approval of seminar grant applications, further information is available at: http://www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/amb_scho/seminars.html For questions, please contact Chris Welber, Scholarships Program Department Manager, tel: 847-866-3320; fax 847-866-0934; e-mail: chris.welber@rotary.org
· In 2006-07, 24 Regional Scholar Orientation Seminars were approved by the Trustee Chairman for a TRF grant. The total of all grants paid was US$181,725. During the course of the year, TRF was pleased to approve grants for new seminars that took place in Barnaul, Russia, San Jose, California and Denver, Colorado, USA. 

AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD AMOUNT CHANGES

As previous updates have indicated, the TRF Trustees, at their April 2006 meeting, approved, with a two-thirds majority vote, a change in the funding structure of Ambassadorial Scholarships beginning in the 2008-09 program year. Due to this change, award calculations for Ambassadorial Scholarships will move from individually determined amounts to flat grant amounts where all scholars of the same award type will receive the same amount regardless of study destination. This change will simplify TRF Programs for Rotarians and will also significantly improve the operational efficiency of program administration. The 2007-08 program year will therefore be the last in which awards are individually calculated. The flat grant amounts for 2008-09 are the following:

· the SHARE option amount for an Academic-Year and Multi-Year Ambassadorial Scholarship as of the 2008-09 program year will be US$23,000;

· the SHARE option amount for a Six-Month Cultural Ambassadorial Scholarship as of the 2008-09 program year will be US$15,000;

· The SHARE option amount for a Three-Month Cultural Ambassadorial Scholarship as of the 2008-09 program year will be US$10,000.

GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE
· Because of concerns about the vocational quality of the program, based on feedback from participants in their final reports, the GSE Department will be enforcing the mandatory submission of GSE host itineraries before the exchange.  The host district must submit a draft host itinerary detailing all of the vocational and cultural visits and contact information to TRF and the partner district.  The partner district (GSE team members and GSE Chair) and TRF must approve the host itinerary prior to travel so that all are in agreement about the activities planned.  No travel tickets will be issued without advance approval of the host itinerary.

· TRF strongly encourages GSE team members and GSE District Chairs to submit their final reports electronically via email.  We hope that this will facilitate submission and distribution of the reports, as well minimizing the storage space for these at TRF.

· GSE program guides and team handbooks are available in CD Rom format for the first time this year! The District GSE Chair received a box of GSE materials in July-August 2006 including several copies of the program guides in CD Rom format and brochures in hard copy.  If districts need additional copies of program guides or other materials, they can print them off of CD Roms or download them off the web.  Also, a special 40th Anniversary GSE poster was unveiled at the 2006 RI Convention included with the packet of materials.  It is also available for purchase on the web.

· The GSE program review originally scheduled on the 5-year cycle for the October 2006 Trustee Meeting has been suspended until further notice due to the activity of the Future Visions Committee.  The Future Vision Committee may now be implementing a new assessment process and all current reviews have been postponed.

· Obtaining travel visas to the U.S. and other destinations continues to be a hurdle for many GSE teams.  The GSE Department reminds districts to begin the visa application process as soon as the GSE team is selected in order to avoid delays and cancellations of the exchange.  TRF cannot intervene at Consulates or Embassies on behalf of GSE team members; however, a notarized letter of visa support will be created and sent to the district as soon as pre-departure documents for the entire team are submitted to TRF.

ALUMNI RELATIONS

Los Angeles Convention Update

The 2008 RI Convention in Los Angeles, California, USA, will feature the first meeting of the Global Alliance of Rotary Foundation Alumni. This full preconvention event will be held 13-14 June 2008 and will include prominent speakers, workshops, networking opportunities, and a reception for all Foundation alumni. Each Rotary district is encouraged to send one former scholar and one former GSE team member as representatives at the alliance. The registration fee for the event is only US$25 and recent alumni and their guests can register for the entire convention at a reduced fee. Further details will be available on www.rotary.org.  

What is a district Rotary Foundation alumni association?

An active organization of former Rotary World Peace Fellows, Ambassadorial Scholars, Group Study Exchange team leaders and members, and other Rotary Foundation program participants. Such district associations are growing throughout the world and are commonly referred to as Rotary Foundation alumni associations.

TRF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS IN ACTION: ROTARIAN AND PROGRAM PARTICIPANT EXAMPLES

Rotary World Peace Fellows Participate in the 2007 Rotary International Convention

Rotary World Peace Fellow alumni represented their program at the 2007 RI Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah, 17-20 June.  On hand to promote the Rotary Centers program to Rotarians were Mwila Chigaga (Duke/UNC), Cory McCruden (Bradford), Steven Nakana (Berkeley), William Payne (USAL) and Maria Fernanda Salina (UQ). Rotary Centers directors Jim Peacock of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and Mirta Barreiro from Universidad del Salvador also attended the annual Rotary event.  The Fellows and Directors attended the Paul Harris Fellows Luncheon, and breakout sessions on TRF and its Educational programs.

Rotary Centers Issues the second volume of the Rotary Centers for International Studies Monograph Series.

At the Rotary World Peace Symposium held just prior to the RI Convention in Salt Lake City, the second edition of the Rotary Centers Monograph Series, “From conflict to peace: what lessons might we learn from episodes of successful resolution of conflict?” was unveiled.  The volume is edited by University of Queensland, Australia Rotary Center Director, Professor Marianne Hanson and contains nine research articles from Rotary World Peace Fellowship alumni. 
ROTARY PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES 

Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program Alumni Participate in the 2007 Rotary International Convention

Mr. Vincent Ndekezi (January 2007) and Mr. Tucker McCravy, Deputy Director of the Rotary Center for Peace and Conflict Studies at Chulalongkorn University, were on hand to promote the Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program to Rotarians at the 2007 RI Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah, 17-20 June.  Both gentlemen attended the Paul Harris Fellows Luncheon, and breakout sessions on TRF and its Educational programs.

Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program Alumni Become Rotarians

Mr. Thevananth Thevanayagam (July 2006 session) became a member of the Rotary Club of Jaffna, Sri Lanka early in 2007.  Several other Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program alumni are either being approached by their local clubs or seeking membership on their own.

AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

USA (Zone 34, Florida)

EGYPT (Zone 10B, Cairo)

Natalie Forcier Beville, a 2006-2007 Multi-Year Ambassadorial Scholar sponsored by the Rotary Club of Cape Coral-North, Florida (District 6960), to study at the American University in Cairo, Egypt (District 2450), has spent the past year working with Sudanese refugees. In particular, she has donated her time as a tutor and fundraiser for the Sudanese Community Development Project, which runs a school in the Ain Shams suburb of Cairo. The students are children of refugees from Darfur and southern Sudan, and are not allowed to attend schools in Egypt. They have no desks and use each other's backs as writing surfaces. By raising money for the school, Natalie hopes to help give the children "the dignity, independence and hope for their future that only education can provide." 

MALAWI (Zone 10A, Lilongwe)

USA (Zone 31, Vermont)

Receiving a 2006-2007 Academic Year Scholarship, Shawo Mwakilama, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Lilongwe, Malawi (District 9210), was able to receive a Master's in Sustainable Development from the School for International Training in Brattleboro, Vermont (District 7870). Shawo will be beginning an internship this summer as a Research Fellow in Malawi and Zambia for the Foundation for International Community Assistance. During his time in Vermont, Shawo maintained a close relationship with his host club, the Rotary Club of Brattleboro, and participated in a number of community service projects. Among them, Shawo raised money for Malawian orphans, helped organize World AIDS Day at SIT, and published an article on Malawian politics. 
ECUADOR (Zone 21B, Ambato)

ARGENTINA (Zone 19B, Buenos Aires)

Olga Maria Miranda, 2006-07 Academic-Year Scholar received one of the few Scholarships Fund Pool for Low-Income Countries scholarships for the 2006-07 academic year to go from her home country Ecuador (District  4400), to Buenos Aires Argentina (District 4890). Olga is pursuing a certificate in Children’s Psychoanalysis from the Universidad de Buenos Aires and is concentrating her studies in the prevention of violence against women and children.  During her time in Buenos Aires, Olga has also worked in conjunction with the Armed Forces of Ecuador to develop a program to improve the services offered to battered women and children at a center run by the Ecuadorian military in the proximity of Buenos Aires. Olga has also participated of innumerable Rotary activities and service projects with her host club, and has been able to become a resource for other Ambassadorial Scholars assigned to study in the area. Olga will return to Ecuador in December of 2007 where she will continue her work with the Armed Forces as a clinical psychologist for Children and women.
USA (Zone 32, Delaware)
GUATEMALA (Zone 21A)

Professor April Veness, 2006-07 Rotary Grants for University Teachers recipient, sponsored by District 7630, taught for one academic year at the Centro Universitario de San Marcos (CUSM), in San Marcos Guatemala (District 4250). Although the CUSM did not have a Geography department, Prof. Veness’ concentration, she was able to teach in conjunction with other professors and was invited as guest speaker to discuss topics such as the difference in teaching and education between Guatemala and the USA, immigration issues in the USA, industrialization, and economic development opportunities for the area of San Marcos. Prof. Veness also organized a number of seminars with the goal of creating stronger ties of communication and cooperation between her host institution, the San Marcos Rotary Club, and the Diocese of San Marcos.  In addition, Prof. Veness has been instrumental in assisting her sponsor and host districts in setting up of a matching grant that will bring potable water to the village of San Isidro de La Frontera, a neighboring area of the town where she taught.

USA (Zone 23, Washington)
HUNGARY (Zone 14, Budapest)

Monika Jones, 2006-07 Academic-Year Ambassadorial Scholar sponsored by District 5030, studied at Central European University in Hungary (District 1910)  Monika went beyond her required number of presentations, and presented to many more clubs and events than required.  Monika rallied her fellow scholars to attend several Rotary events, as well as other cultural activities.  She also created an alumni book, with fellow scholar Kelsey Vaughn about the experiences of other scholars hosted by District 1910 during the 2006-2007 Rotary year.

JAPAN (Zone 2, Yokohama)

USA (Zone 32, Washington, DC)

Tomohiko Kamiya, sponsored by District 2590 studied Law at Georgetown University (District 7620).  Tomohiko went beyond his required number of presentations, and presented to many more clubs and events than required.  Tomohiko attended many cultural events, including receptions at the Bulgarian embassy.  Tomohiko promoted the Scholarship program extremely well, by spreading the word about Rotary scholarship opportunities at all of the functions he attended.

USA (Zone 32, New Jersey)

MOROCCO (Zone 10B)

Laurel Rapp is a 2006-07 Academic-Year Scholar sponsored by District 7470. She is conducting research at Université Mohammed V in Rabat, Morocco, District 9010, on the veiling practices among urban Moroccan women and further exploring Westerners’ perception of the “repressed Muslim wife.” Laurel helped organize “An American-Moroccan Youth Dialogue on Democracy and Security” in conjunction with the Americans for Informed Democracy Organization this past spring which brought together 25 American and 25 Moroccans to discuss democracy and reform in the region. Laurel is helping to bridge the gap between the West and the Moroccan Culture.

USA (Zone 31, Massachusetts)

NIGERIA (Zone 10A)
Amos Nwosu was a 2006-07 University Teacher sponsored by District 7950. Amos taught for three months at Abia College of Education in Arochukwu, Nigeria (District 9140), on the impact of HIV/AIDS in Africa and how to prevent it. Amos played an important part in educating Africa on the prevention of HIV/AIDS by teaching teachers in Nigeria how to teacher others to do so. At the end of his teaching period, Amos’ students all received Certificates of Attendance at an official Closing Ceremony at the College.

KOSOVO (Zone 10A- Sponsored by District 2480 which includes Greece, Bulgaria, and Serbia)

USA (Zone 31, Boston)

2006-07 Scholarships Fund Pool for Low-Income Countries award recipient Gani Abazi sponsored by District 2480 is the first Rotary Scholar from Kosovo.  He began his studies at Harvard University School of Public Health (H.S.P.H.) in the fall of 2006. Since beginning his studies in the field of neurosurgery Gani has been very involved with his hosting district, while also staying focused on his intense coursework. During his time at H.S.P.H. Gani has been able to travel with his professors to symposiums, research based hospital visits, etc., furthering his experience as a student and a Rotary scholar. During the 2007-08 program year, Gani will be continuing his studies/research in a very specialized field of neurosurgery which will greatly enhance his ability to apply his knowledge in the field when he returns to Kosovo. Gani has also been able to share his culture with his hosting Rotary District 7910, and provide them with great cultural exchange. Gani's Host Counselor, Frank Rowbotham, of the Wellesley Rotary Club stated "When asked to be the host counselor for Dr. Gani Abazi…I had no idea of what an enriching experience this assignment would be for me and my wife as well as for the Wellesley Rotary Club". Gani has been a great scholar that has the ability to make an incredible impact on the not only his home country of Kosovo, but the entire world.
GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE

ARGENTINA (Zone 19B)

MEXICO (Zone 21A)

2004-05 GSE -  District 4830 (Argentina) to District 4190 (Mexico) – from GSE team member to Rotarian
When team members Leonardo Quiroga, Natacha Rodriguez, and Viviana Muñoz returned from their GSE to Mexico in 2005, they became Rotarians in three different Rotary clubs of District 4830 Argentina.  The fourth team member, Leda Martinez has not become a Rotarian as of yet but is an advisor for the Interact club in San Javier.

These team members were not selected to participate on the team for the sole purpose of recruiting more Rotarians.  In fact, these team members were chosen because of their vocations (therapist, dentist, engineer and teacher), as well as how well they would represent their district in Mexico.

The team members were given a view of the Rotary world through their vocational visits as well as trips to some of the Rotary sponsored projects in the Mexican district.  During the exchange, the three team members decided that being Rotarians would appeal to them, and allow them to participate in projects that they have an interest in.

When PDG Manuel Cavazos Ascarraga of Mexico learned that these team members would be Rotarians when they returned to Argentina, he made each of them a Paul Harris Fellow.  Not only will these young Rotarians bring new perspective to their clubs, they will continue to promote the GSE program (and serve as advisors) to other possible candidates in their district.

USA (Zone 25)

NORWAY (Zone 16C)

2005-06 GSE – univocational exchange between D-5450 (Colorado, USA) and D-2250 (Norway).

Following the Foundation’s encouragement to explore univocational and special focus GSEs in 2005-06, for the 40th anniversary of the GSE program, two districts decided to spotlight end-of-life care.  In a typical GSE, team members represent a variety of professions. But in this exchange, all of the participants shared a single vocation. Consequently, every vocational experience centered on palliative care, including visits to the workplaces of their host team members.

“The exchange went beyond job understanding; it brought together people who were united in a cause. The bond we formed will continue well beyond our visit,” says District 5450 team member Autumn Zegel.  For instance, a team member from Colorado is collaborating with a physician in Bergen, Norway, on a research project. And District 2250 team member Torunn Åkra is working with members from her team to create a master’s degree in palliative care. 

The Norwegian team of three nurses and a physiotherapist visited District 5450 in Colorado from 6 April to 6 May 2005. The following Rotary year, two nurses, a social worker, and a professor flew to Norway for the Colorado team’s exchange from 25 August to 25 September 2005. 

“The single vocational exchange should be renamed single vocational experience,” says District 5450 team member Cari Levy. “An exchange implies an event isolated in time, while this was an experience that will shape my worldview and vocation for a lifetime.”

