How Rotary Clubs Can Find the Ideal Rotary World Peace Fellow Candidates
Rotarians can help find the best candidates for the world-competitive selection of Peace Fellows.  Many of you may be asking though, where do we start?  The following are some ideas that may just help get the process started.  
Check out the following in your local town or community to draw qualified applicants who have demonstrated a commitment to peace and conflict resolution through academic, volunteer, or professional experiences: 
· Department of international studies, political sciences, peace studies at your local universities or colleges

· Non-governmental organizations involved in human rights, disaster relief, aid distribution, environmental advocacy, refugee issues, mediation and arbitration

· International organizations and corporations

· Governmental agencies, diplomatic corps, local police and military offices

· Returned Peace Corps volunteer meetings

· University alumni associations and university placement or career offices

· Former Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholars who studied peace and conflict resolution and now work in international arenas

Clubs and districts can also consider the following for promoting the fellowship to attract candidates:

· Try to hold informational meetings at the organizations and locations listed above

· Host lectures or discussions relevant to peace or international understanding and invite representatives from the organizations listed previously

· Invite current of former Peace Fellows to speak at informational meetings for Rotarians and non-Rotarians

· Send out Rotary World Peace Fellowship brochures to relevant organizations and agencies in your area with your contact information included

· Issue news releases to local/regional publications, university newspapers, radio stations and public-access cable television stations
· Begin to market the fellowship in December and January in order to ensure enough time for interviews at the club and district levels
Profiles of successful Rotary World Peace Fellowships include:  

· A career civil servant charged with mediating local disputes over political and environmental issues who plans to develop and implement better social and environmental policies and training models for his or her home government

· A healthcare professional who has provided medical care and training to the poor in war-torn countries and plans a career in international public health

·  A career military professional who worked with protective operations plans to incorporate conflict prevention and resolution methodology in the nation’s armed forces
· An educator who works with youth from different religious and ethnic groups, facilitating projects that will create greater understanding and prevent future conflicts.

Finally, it is very important to know who your Peace Fellowship Subcommittee Chair is in your District.  Work with that person to help you promote the Fellowship and solicit applicants.  If you do not know your Fellowship chair, contact your district governor or contact me and I will help you make that connection.  Also, do not hesitate to contact other districts who have been successful in nominating candidates.  I am sure they will be happy to share their success stories.  

Good luck and thank you all for helping us to find the BEST-QUALIFIED candidates for this flagship Rotary Foundation Program.  
With your help, Peace is Possible.

Judy Gibson

